a%agw Tutor — Volume One

Lesson 5

Singular and Plural

1. In Arabic, words are of three categories with regards to
number:

15‘/ A2 OE

® singular (> 4 .b-\ ), indicating one, e.g. (J>- ,) — one
man.

[}

- dual( ) indicating two, e.g. (ob’b- ;) — two men.

® plural (co.-), indicating more than two, e.g. (Jb.- ,) —more

than two men.

2. The dual® is formed by adding (3! —) to (x| dl>) - the

nominative case’® or (;x —) to L&y cwadl =) - the

accusative or genitive cases!4.
Examples:

(2U%) - one king, (O@;) or (‘_}:i&) — two kings

12 Although the author has referred the student to a future lesson, at this
point, it will be sufficient for him to remember that there are two forms of the
dual: one is with alif and nun and the second with ya and ntan. Lesson 10 will
explain where to use which one.

13 s i - — This will be discussed in Lesson 10.2.

14 4y, _2did- — This will be discussed in Lesson 10.2.
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L. Pd - ~
(35J5) — one queen, (OKLL) or ((25%) — two queens.

Note 1: In the prevalent books of Arabic Grammar and

Morphology, the terms (0! _) and ((2 _) are not written.

Instead, these terms are expressed in detail as ( L@.Ls G ol

R

L ° J o
ws 08 Lo o &, - 0 & .0?/

$) S Oy 1) and (55w O3 15 Ll G <L), We
have chosen the former method for the sake of brevity.

Note 2: To pronounce (0! _) and (;2 _), one can read the

fathah with the sound of an alif and say (0V) and (u.:\) Such

signs will come frequently later on. Pronounce them in this
manner wherever one comes across them.

3. Plurals are of two types:
(a) (;JLT»J‘ }éé.J\) — the sound plural

(b) (} A }ch‘) — the broken plural

The sound plural is one in which the singular form of the
word remains intact (sound) with some addition at the end.
It is of two types:

(i) Masculine (’S) — in which (O%—) in (&) @l=) - the
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nominative case!® or (&t—) in the accusative and genitive

"o 4,0 2

cases are appended, e.g. (V.Lwa) — one Muslim, (0 j».lma) or
(pelind) — many Muslims.

[

(ii)) Feminine (u §) — in which (iv\ —) in the nominative

case or (<! —) in the accusative and genitive cases are

z

appended, e.g. (i) — one (female) Muslim, (&UGILS) or

(wUdld) — many (female) Muslims.

The broken plural is one in which the form of the singular
word is broken, that is, changed. It has no fixed rule for
making it. Sometimes alphabets are added or deleted and
sometimes there is merely a change in the harakat?®.

Examples:
G G, (o> (JL"J) E3D)ng (155, (L& (=)

! 88

(i) (Lx>). The broken plural will be discussed in

detail in Lesson 12.

Note 3: The (;J\LJ\ }C"’J‘) - sound plural of some feminine

15 This will be discussed in Lesson 10.2.
16 Fathah, dammah, kasrah, etc.
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words is like the masculine plurals, e.g. the plural of (<) —

year, is (O'sw) or ((wes) and sometimes (< 5iw).

Note 4: The (0 §) that appears at the end of the (w) - dual

o

form and the (;J\fd\ ffJ:J\ E«-;.J\) - sound masculine plural is

called (&;\:}«1 O}j)". See Lesson 10.

4. Some nouns are singular in form but refer to a whole
group. There is no singular for them as well because they

are not plurals in reality. Such nouns are called (é/o.j\ ;w\)
Examples:

(;}i) — a nation, (Ll}) — a group.

These words are generally used like plurals in sentences,

e.g. (O}Jw ?ﬁ) — a pious nation.

5. You have learnt in lessons 3 and 4 that the adjective

corresponds with its noun in (<! #!), being definite or

indefinite and in gender. Now remember that the adjective
has to correspond with its noun in number as well.

17 Since the word (¢3) is feminine in Arabic, the adjective also has to be

feminine, namely (:%17%).
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However, when the noun being described is (5% ,.¢ }cw-) —
the plural of an unintelligent being'®, whether masculine or

feminine, the adjective is generally singular feminine ( >/

< $#), although it is sometimes plural. One can say ( ;\.7\

R
w 0 2o~ .0 %o, = GE

55°30%5) as well as (137505 fbf ).

Vocabulary List No. 4

Word Meaning
L;,U\ future
ij sign, verse of the Qur’an

clear, manifest

s ) current (present)
L;,a\.«)\ past

:J\_,. quarter, section of a city
;;L;: servant

ij>- baker

18 Intelligent beings are humans, angels and jinn. All other creations fall in the
category of unintelligent beings (s ).
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Ll tailor, seamstress
:L;u tired, exhausted
:WJ displeased
ot month
:M lazy

s playing

”co‘y shining
lji,we cheerful
g diligent
M supported
i)jim,e busy, preoccupied
M dark

;_Li teacher

o bright

j\;,_, carpenter
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Exercise No. 4

(A) Translate these phrases into English

SICal DTl (3) oIl Sl (2) Aal i (]
/ 3) o ) )

DN (T jﬂi "5 (6) :.o.l.b_ij\ L0 (5) uU.@.ou DA ‘4
J\h_sx e (10 ww ) ) QLM}U\ Q\Mu 8) a,mJ\
(14 WS bl (13) ik &> (12) AU\}J\ AU N

b

~-0

(17 ous&j ovt»; (16) DB o0& (15) ol uum
f A}M\ DS (19) 2;;@\ L6l (18) ii:ﬂs Byt
LD Pe 21) o S Q20) d;w$ Oyhad

SIS Uk (23) B BT (22)

(B) Translate these phrases into Arabic

(I) a shining eye (2) the two diligent men (3) the
preoccupied baker (4) the two tired carpenters (5) the bright
day (6) the beautiful seamstresses (7) the tired servants (8)
the lazy tailor (9) the flowing rivers (10) the large animals
(11) the current year (12) the past month (13) the past years

19 This is the name Amr. The () differentiates it from (}>%).
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(14) the cheerful servant

Test No. 2

(1) What is a (S #)?

(2) How many types of compounds are there? Define each
one and provide examples.

(3) What is (w2 5 S »»)? What is each part of it called?

(4) In which aspects does the adjective have to correspond
with the noun? What are the exceptions? Explain with
examples.

(5) What are the signs of feminine words?

(6) Which words are regarded as feminine without any
signs?

(7) In spite of having the signs of being feminine, which
words are masculine?

(8) What is the rule for making the dual and sound
masculine plural forms?

(9) What is ( S C«:lr\) and what is the rule for forming it?
(10) What are the broken plurals of (%), (J>) and (&i3)?
(11) What is the plural of (i)?

(12) What is the difference between (x2) and (=& 1)?
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(13) Form as many ( o5 «.:{ ) as possible from the

following nouns and adjectives:

20“5l R 211:}:5 2219 - 2R o /:' a:';s
. ‘ - ", : )
/. o 2 # - . (O ,° £ o -
O gnw J& ol :.oj :;J}
o - A
B, 8 - U] 8 GE Py f
— C“.ﬁa gl ol S
1:/ - f/ 7 231!& & Ko 2
4yl i s 03 P
2 honey
21 milk
22 grapes
2 round
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