O%mﬁc’a Tutor — Volume One

Lesson 8

The Scales of Words

1. In Arabic, the original letters of nouns and verbs are not
less than three. The maximum number of letters in a noun is
five, and four in a verb. Together with the original letters,
extra letters can also be attached. At such a time, the noun
and the verb can have more than five letters.

Note 1: The original letter or root letter is the one that
remains in all the forms and derivations. Only in some
exceptions is it deleted or changed to another letter.

The extra letter is the one that is found in one word-form

but not in another, e.g. in the word (2%5), all three letters

®o 2o -

are root letters while in (14\.;-), the alif and in (3 se>), the

first () and the ( y) are extra letters.

2. Words having three root-letters are called (i;/BU), e.g.

e P

() and (&%)

If they have four root-letters, they are called (isf«\.g/j), e.g.

28 °
s 20 s

(J45) and (z 3.

P
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If they have five root-letters, they are called (i;w\-l.i'-), e.g.
(=),

8@ A

Words made up of only root-letters are called (s =) while

o, ®o -~

those having extra letters as well are called («* L ), e.g.

(3::{) 1S (’323&1 :sbb) — three root-letters without any extra

letters.

() is (b A5 oN) - three root-letters with extra letters

I3
e

because the (<) and (<) are extra.

Note 2 : To distinguish whether verbs (J\-J), derived nouns

4 Z
R o -

2R 2R Z o "
(e U413 and verbal nouns (;3Uas)% are (3 =) or ( X ;s

), the (<3 Sds J4>I9) word-form of the perfect tense

s s

(.»2Y) has to be examined. If that word-form is free of extra

letters, then its derivatives and verbal noun will also be

2
8@ A 8@ A 3.7

regarded as (>,=), e.g. () is (>, ). Hence, the

% These are nouns that are derived from the verb, e.g. (:}f\é) and (Jyi) are
derived from the verb ().

3% Plural of (7:2), the infinitive.
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imperfect tense (¢ ,L2l)) which is (j:.a:), the (Jsb o) - P

®o & o~ 0 A

the (J 24+ +!) - 52is and the verbal noun (5 ~=%) will also

2
&ﬂ&/}g/

be regarded as (> > ) although these forms have extra

letters.

RE . A

Similarly, in a paradigm, extra letters appear in a (> )

RE . R

word which will still remain (> ). For example, the word

8@ A

(J;}) is (> 2). Therefore, (O/B’\.i.—}) and (J% ) will also be
(3 ).
However, (ff) and (@5\) are (43 Ly i;‘)’b) The former has

one extra (<) while the latter has an extra alif.

3. In order to determine the scales of words and to
distinguish the root letters from the extra letters, the scale

(0)5e) of (J ¢ ) is used. In triliteral words (words with 3
root letters), the (=2) represents the first radical (letter) of
the word, the (¢ ) represents the second radical of the word

and the (J) represents the third radical of the word.
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Examples:

s - I o e
® i’ R _ R 2, - R ~

| - I
R P R 2 R 2 R 2

The letter that corresponds to the (=2) of the (0! ;) is called

s 0 & -

the (M‘ L), like the (&) of (;-b/;), that which corresponds to
the (¢ ) is called the (?ng‘ Z;c), like the (J) of (;-E) while the
letter corresponding to the (J) is called the (M:Q\ {;:51), like
the (¢) of (+13).

When intending to determine the scale of (i;c\.?j) -
quadriliteral (four letter) words, add two lams instead of
one after (<) and (¢ ). In words with five root letters, add

three lams.
Examples:
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4. At the time of determining the scale, the alphabets (<),

(¢) and (J) will take the place of the original letters while

the other extra letters will remain as they are in their places.
Examples:

RN 2 o g s . °

| - | -
8 -m+ P + °
° . o . e
“La_é J_;_x_é
rd e
2 or

However, when a letter is increased by repeating the ( .

—\
%
o
3 S
N\’
L2\

Yo

__E'h\
C_»+
_
<
3 o
"

o o
2\

@ﬂ) or the (;;{./{3\ éiﬁ), the (¢) or the (J) is repeated in the
scale. For example, in the word (,— u_< = }f./{), the first
(<) is the (@s :f&) while the second one is extra.
According to the rule, the scale should have been (J-ud)

Instead its scale is (;};.’;). Similarly, in the word (j.l.;l), the

final () is extra. Its scale will be regarded as (3;;1).

5. A great benefit of recognizing the scales of words is that
by knowing the meaning of the root letters of a word, it
becomes very easy to recognize the meanings of all its
paradigms and derivatives.
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Exercise No. 7

What are the scales of the following words:

Ui (3) U (2) 55 (1
Wik (6) 2L (5) SISANTY
K5 9) 5 ®) =5
s (12) <5 A s (10
L (15) U (14) e (13)
Siae (18) L 17) Ol (16)
}“;{25(21) (ié(ZO) 253&2(19)
251 24 K& (23) 55 (22)
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