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Allah, Mighty and Exalted, says to those who take heed:

“By Al-"Asr. Verily, man is in loss. Except those who believe and do righteous deeds, and recommend one
another to the truth, and recommend one another to patience.”

[Al-Asr : 1-3]

In his Tafsir, Ibn Kathir mentions, “(By al-Asr) That is, the ages during which the deeds — both good and
bad — of the sons of Adam, “alayhis-salam, take place. Allah swears by [time], that man is in Khusr, which
means in loss and destruction.

(Except those who believe and do righteous good deeds) So Allah makes an exception, among the

species of man being in loss, for those who believe in their hearts and work righteous deeds with their limbs.
(And recommend one another to the truth,) This is to perform acts of obedience and avoid the forbidden
things.

(And recommend one another to patience) meaning, with the plots, the evils, and the harms of those who
harm people due to their commanding them to do good and forbidding them from evil.”

And ‘Abdullah bin al-Mubarak recorded in az-Zuhd [p. 51] that al-Hassan al-Basri said, "I saw those people
[the salaf] and how they were more careful about their time than about their Dirhams and Dinars [i.e. their
money].”

So we Muslims live in an age where our time is discarded thoughtlessly, when time is, in fact, the currency
with which we buy safety and bliss in the Hereafter. We, the sisters of Dar at-Tibyan, in the effort to benefit
from our time, increase our good deeds, and recommend one another to the Truth and to patience, present
our brothers and sisters in Islam with a book of short, beneficial lessons and reminders — one for each day in
the month - which we hope will add to your knowledge, help you use some of your free time beneficially,
and assist you in your accumulation of good deeds.

We ask Allah to accept this effort from us, to bless it, and to allow us to continue in what is pleasing to Him,
Amin.
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Tawheed 1s the
Most Trustworthy Handhold

Allah's Statement:
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(Whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah, then he has grasped the most trust-
worthy handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower) is in reference
to, "Whoever shuns the rivals of Allah, the idols, and those that Shaytan calls to be wor-
shipped besides Allah, whoever believes in Allah's Oneness, worships Him alone and testi-
fies that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him, then
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(then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold.)

Therefore, this person will have acquired firmness [in the religion] and proceeded on the
correct way and the straight path. Abu Al-Qasim Al-Baghawi recorded that “Umar said,
"Jibt means magic, and Taghut means Shaytan. Verily, courage and cowardice are two
instincts that appear in men, the courageous fights for those whom he does not know and
the coward runs away from defending his own mother. Man's honor resides with his reli-
gion and his status is based upon his character, even if he was Persian or Nabatian."
“Umar's statement that Taghut is Shaytan is very sound, for this meaning includes every
type of evil that the ignorant people of Jahiliyyah (pre Islamic era of ignorace) fell into,
such as worshipping idols, referring to them for judgement, and invoking them for victory.

Allah's statement,
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(then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold that will never break) means, "He
will have hold of the true religion with the strongest grasp.” 1



Allah equated this adherence to
the firm handhold that never breaks
because it is built solid and because
its handle is firmly connected. This is why Allah said here,
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(then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold that will never break.)

Mujahid said, "The most trustworthy handhold is Iman (faith)." As-Suddi said that it refers
to Islam. Imam Ahmad recorded that Qays bin " Abbad said, "I was in the Masjid when a
man whose face showed signs of humbleness came and prayed two Rak’ ahs that were
modest in length. The people said, "This is a man from among the people of Paradise.’
When he left, I followed him until he entered his house, and I entered it after him and
spoke with him. When he felt at ease, I said to him, “~When you entered the Masjid, the
people said such and such things.' He said, " All praise is due to Allah! No one should say
what he has no knowledge of. I will tell you why they said that. I saw a vision during the
time of the Messenger of Allah, and I narrated it to him. I saw that I was in a green garden,
" and he described the garden's plants and spaciousness, "and there was an iron pole in the
middle of the garden affixed in the earth and its tip reached the sky. On its tip, there was a
handle, and I was told to ascend the pole. I said, "I cannot.' Then a helper came and raised
my robe from behind and said to me, " Ascend.' I ascended until I grasped the handle and
he said to me, “Hold on to the handle." I awoke from that dream with the handle in my
hand. I went to the Messenger of Allah and told him about the vision and he said,
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(As for the garden, it represents Islam; as for the pole, it represents the pillar of Islam; and
the handle represents the most trustworthy handhold. You shall remain Muslim until you
die.)

This Companion was ~Abdullah bin Salam.™

This Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs; and Al-Bukhan also recorded it with an-
other chain of narration.
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(257. Allah i1s the Wali (Protector or
Guardian) of those who believe. He
brings them out from darknesses into light.
But as for those who disbelieve, their Awliya' (supporters and helpers)
are Taghut (false deities and false leaders), they bring them out from light into
darknesses. Those are the dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein forever.)

Allah stated that whoever follows what pleases Him, He will guide him to the paths of
peace, that is Islam, or Paradise. Verily, Allah delivers His believing servants from the dark-
ness of disbelief, doubt and hesitation, to the light of the plain, clear, explained, easy and
unequivocal truth. He also stated that Shaytan is the supporter of the disbelievers who
beautifies the paths of ignorance and misguidance that they follow, thus causing them to
deviate from the true path into disbelief and wickedness.
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(Those are the dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein forever.)

This is why Allah mentioned the light in the singular while mentioned the darkness in the
plural, because truth is one, while disbelief comes as several types, all of which are false.
Similarly, Allah said,
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(And verily, this is my straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will
separate you away from His path. This He has ordained for you that you may have Tagwa)
[6:153],
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(And onginated the darknesses and the light) [6:1], and,
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(to the nght and to the lefts) [16: 48].

There are many other Ayat on the subject that mention the truth in the singular and false-
hood in the plural, because of falsehood's many divisions and branches.
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(258. Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord (Allah), be-
cause Allah had given him the kingdom When Ibrahim said (to him): "My Lord is He Who
gives life and causes death." He said, "I give life and cause death.” Ibrahim said, "Verily,
Allah brings the sun from the east; then bring it you from the west." So the disbeliever was
utterly defeated. And Allah guides not the people, who are wrongdoers.)

Tafsir Ibn Kathir

sunday | 15 april 2007 [ 27 rabee’ al-owwal 1428

THE CONDITIONS OF LA ILLAAHA ILAA ALLAAH

Before we enter into the topic, we need to know what condition means; what does it mean in terms of perfecting
the Tawhid.

The scholars of Usdl hove defined ash-shart as follows, “The presence of a certoin matter depends on the
condition’s fulfilment, and its negation necessitates the negation of the matter. However the mere presence of
the condition (sofitarily) does not necessitate the absolute presence of the matter”

For example, one of the conditions of the Shahadah is testifying and pronouncing it and one’s Shahddoh cannot
be correct without doing this. However, by performing this condition alone without enacting the other conditions
does not necessitate the correctness of one’s Shahddoh. If the condition of pronouncement on its own is not
enacted, then one’s Shahadah in its entirety is rejected irrespective if one where to fulfil the other conditions or
not.

And this is the same for the rest of the conditions of the Shohadah, which we will go on to present in more detail
in this work, Insha’Allah. One’s Towhid and Shohadah can only be correct with the presence and fulfilment of all
its conditions at the same time. The mere lacking of any one of the conditions prevents the realisotion of the
Shohadah in its completeness.

from the Conditions of Laa llaaha llaa Allaah, by Shaikh Abu Baseer at-Tartoosi, hafidhahullah
[continued on page 18]
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Ageedah: Its Meaning and Importance

by Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Qari
From “Ageedah (Matters of Faith) First.._If They But Knew"

The Messenger informed Mu'adh bin Jabal, when he was going to the land of Yemen, "You are going to a
people from the People of the Book. Let the first thing that you call them to be the worship of Allah. If they
acknowledge Allah, then inform them that Alloh has obligated upon them five prayers during their doys and
nights. " [Al-Bukhari, Musfim]

This hadith is clear. It does not require much of an explanation. The Prophet applied this principle in his
practical calling to Islam. He stayed in Makkah for thirteen years to each the people iman and to educate his
Companions on this point and to correct the beliefs of the people. That is the pattern upon which the
Companions were brought up.

Jundub Ibn Abduilah al-Bajaly said, "We learned iman (faith) and then we learned the Quran and it increased
our iman." Abdulloh ibn Umar said, "We lived during an instant of time in which one of us would receive faith

first before receiving the Quran and when the surahs were revealed we would learn what they permitted and
what they prohibited and what they forbode and what they ordered and what should be the stance towards

them. But | have seen many men from whom one is given the Quran before iman and he reads it from the
opening of the Book to its closing and he does not know what it orders and what it forbids ond whaot should be
his stance towards it. He is like someone whao is just throwing out dates [ie., he does not get any benefit from
his recital].”

That is the manner in which the Prophet brought up his companions: iman first and then the Quran. This is
similar to what Imam Abu Hanifa pointed out: Understanding in the religion first {i.e. tauheed) and then
understanding in the science (i.e. the shariah).

The beliefs must be corrected first, then follows all of the other aspects of the religion.

And Imam Ash-5hafi’i said, "That a servant meets Allagh with every sin except Shirk is better say than meeting
Him upon any of the innovated beliefs.” Al-Ageeda linguistically is derived from the term agada. In Arabic, one
states, "Agada the rope” when the rope is tied firmly. And, "Agoda the sale” or "He settled the sale” when the
person rotifies and contracts a sale or agreement. And Allah says in the Quran, "And as for those
whom your right hands have made a covenant (Ar, agodat)” [Al-Nisa 33]. And Alloh also says, "But He will
take you to task for the oaths which you swear in eamest (Ar, ogodtum) [Al-Maida, 89] which means asserted
and adhered to, as proven in the verse, "And break not oaths after the assertion of them” [An-Nahl, 91]. If one
says, "Agadtu such and such, " it means his heart is firm upon such and such.

Therefore, al-ageeda or al-itigod according to the scholars of Islam is:
The firm creed that one’s heart is fixed upon without any wavering or doubt. It excludes any supposition,
doubt or suspicion. J
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By Umm A'zzam

| entered a large society. | walked through its districts and roamed its squares. | wanted to
explore its condition and discover its hiding places. | realized that there is no need to explore or

to discover, for its doors are open and its secrets exposed. So | asked about my fellow sisters.

I saw them deceived by fake appearances, tried with attractive looks, running after new trends
with fake slogans, competing with each other so each one could say, "I am the best.”

You see them walking freely in the markets, lost in the streets, wasting money; and at weddings
they are clothed but naked, everyone of them shows off her expensive dress, her high heels, and
her diamond jewelry set. You see them wearing a new dress at every gathering, and with every
dress a new phone and they vie with each other with their phones, and in their brilliant colors,
and their advanced styles.

We see the extravagance and wastefulness, and the heedlessness without any reminders. They

closed the doors upon themselves and pulled their curtains so they do not get disturbed by hot
air or dirtying dust; or by disturbing wailing, painful cries, loud noise or burning fire.

It is like they were created for themselves, they've been deceived by the dunya and its fancy
glitter and its temporary enjoyments, and forgotten or were made to forget that they have a
family other than their real family, brothers other than their real brothers. They are tied to them
by the best humanly bonds; those who are expelled from their homes, their hearts defeated and
their money stolen. We see men killed and imprisoned by an oppressive oppressor, and a
destructive order. We see women who live lives of fear and hunger, in homes that are lifeless

after the parting of the loved one, and the absence of the guardian, darkened environments as '
a result of the cut off light and the destruction.

She fears that the enemy's soldiers will break down the door, and tear up the protective cover of
the loved one. She wipes away the tears of a desperate, poor child. Violent hunger is in his
stomach. He sleeps in the open air without cover and can't find anything warm except his moth-
ers embrace. He cannot sleep without being awoken by the noises of the tanks and explosions.
All this is the result of the enemy who ran over our lands with oppression and force, with power,
hatred and enmity; stealing and robbing... ]
F g



We see blood and limbs, imprisonment, persecution and destruction; and still, these women
have closed their balconies, and they have turned away their hearts. Until when this turning
away and desertion? And until when this heedlessness and forgetfulness?

O sister, how do sleep nicely while there are eyelids kept awake by the enemies’ hands?

And how do you enjoy living while your brothers go through what they go through from trag-
edies and severe trials?

How do you enjoy life when your sisters go through what would rob the bedfellow of sleep and
disturb the ears that hear?

O descendant of Khadeejah, ‘Asmaa’ and 'Aa'ishah... isn't it time for you to realize that in the

" dunya there is life and death, truth and falsehood, trials and ease, fitnah and revenge, Islaam
and Kufr?

Who from among the women today carries the worries of the Ummah? Who among the women
cried over the massacres of Jineen, Nablous and Rafah?

Which one among the women cried over the fall of Kaabul? Or which among them cried over
the fall of Baghdaoad?

By Allaah, you don't see among the women except those who cry over their love, and are not
the least pained over that which befalls this Deen and its people!! [illaa Man rahima Rabbee)

O sister, you have to wake up the hearts of the men, and elevate the determination of the
heroes, and say, "We refuse humiliation and subjection, misery or subservience; and we want to
be free from having to bow to the cross worshippers.”

You have to push your loved ones to the battiefield. The Most Beloved, The Lord of the lords, is '
more deserving that we sacrifice what is most beloved to us for His sake, from our lives, and our
wealth,

Jihaad, that you stay silent and are pleased by Allaah’s orders. And [that you are] cautious that
you do not repel others from the Path of Alleah, and that you do not become an obstacle on

their way to paradise or Allaahs’ pleasure. !

I say to you my Muslim sister, the least that is expected from you is when the men leave for I
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Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning), "Those who prefer the life of this world instead of
the Hereafter, and hinder {men) from the Path of Allah (i.e.lslam) and seek crookedness therein -
They are far astray.” [Surat Ibraheem, verse 3]

So be like Al-Khansaa', Nusaybah Bin Ka'b and Safiyyah Bint ‘Abd al-Muttalib whose examples
still can be found in our time, those who sought to lift the humiliation and shame from the fore-
head of the Ummah, and raise the banner of victory for Islaam and the Muslims with the blood
of their sons, and the piercing of their livers, and sought to stop the spread of the kaafir commu-
nism in the lands of Islam and its people.

O sister, why don't you become like the example of Umm Suraagah? And what do you know
about Umm Suraaqah? She sent her son for Jihaad in Afghanistaan, and when he was martyred,
they [the mujahideen] said, "How do we inform her about her son's death?" 5o they said, "If
Shaikh Abdullah ‘Azzam talks to her it will lighten her burden.” 5o Shaikh ‘Azzam called her and
gave her the glad tidings of her son’s Shahaadah and he told her words of comfort and
patience, but she didn't need those words at all, and it was as if she was waiting

for this news with longing. So she replied to the shaikh saying,

"Alhamdulillaah for Suraagahs’ martyrdom. In a week

| will send you his brother to replace him."
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'Tf you have No Hayaa
Then Do Whatever you Wish"

Defining Al-Hayaa':

Literally Al-Haya’ means shame, bashfulness, and refraining from saying or doing anything improper
or indecent, to describe one who, out of fear and awe of Allah, seeks to avoid displeasing Him. It
urges one to be more careful, self-possessed, and self-controlled, for such restraint, if originating in
feelings of modesty, result in paying Allah the respect He deserves. If these feelings are absent or
lost due to familial or environmental influences, it will be difficult to develop them.

The words haya (modesty or feeling of shame) and hayat (life) come from the same root. This signi-
fies that modesty is a sign of a lively heart, and that a heart’s liveliness depends on its owner’s belief
and knowledge of Allah. If a heart is not fed continuously with belief and knowledge of Allah
Tabaraka Wa Ta'ala, it is almost impossible for it to remain lively and give rise to modesty.

According to Junayd al-Baghdadi, haya means awareness of Allah’s . "~ .
bestowed material and immaterial bounties, and consciousness of =T
personal defects and faults.

Dhu al-Nun al-Misri holds that haya means that one constantly
feels shame in his or her heart on account of personal sins and
offenses, and is therefore careful about his or her actions.
Another spiritual master defines haya as never forgetting how
Allah Subhanah treats one and ordering one’s life according to
the fact that Allah sees all that is done and thought.

It is recorded in Athar ilaahi that Alloah declares: O son of
Adam! 5o long as you maintain your modesty and feeling of
shame before Me, | make people forget your defects.

The Lord of Might and Dignity also said to 'Isaa "Alayhi
Assalam: ya ‘Isaa, first advise your own selfhood. If it occepts
your advice, then you may advise others, or else you must feel
ashamed of yourself before Me.



Some have mentioned different categories of modesty or shame. For example, the shame or mod-
esty felt by:

* Haya’ of guilt : Adam ("Alayhi salam), who felt quilty until he was forgiven.

* Haya’ of neglect: On the day of Judgement the Angels will say to Allaah,  Glory be to You! We are
unable to worship You as Your worship requires”, although they glorify Him day and night without
stopping.

» Haya' of glorification: Gnostics or those distinguished with knowledge of Allah.The more the
knowledge increases the more the haya’ increases.

* The Haya' of spiritually advanced when in awe of Allah, although they never give in to their carnal
desires and ambitions.

* Those distinguished with utmost conviction of Allah because of their supposed distance from Him,
although they always feel His infinite nearness despite the infinite distance of humanity from Allah
Azza Wa Jal.

» Haya' of love: Lovers of Allah who feel disloyalty arising from their anxiety over not being able to
love Allah as His love requires.

* Those who feel a lack of sufficient sincerity and do not know for what they must pray to Aliah.

* Those exalted ones who are conscious of the fact that they, as human beings, have been honoured
with the fairest creation, because of the base acts of which they accuse themselves and which,
according to them, are irreconcilable with being part of the fairest creation.

The first degree of modesty is to see oneself constantly being seen by
Alloah Tabaroka Wa Ta'alo. That is, the person practices self-control
or self-supervision according to the standards of Allah. This practice
engenders a feeling of shame or modesty that produces extreme
caution in thoughts and acts. Such a degree of modesty is found
in people considered lively on.

The second degree is proportional fo one’s knowledge of
nearness to Allagh subhanah, and the feeling of always being in
His Presence. The servant of Allaah is eager on the nearness and
love of his Master which causes him not to be in need of the
creation. In case, he mixes with them he practices spiritual
seclusion (his heart and his soul are far away from creatures).
This can be experienced by those who are always conscious of the
meaning of: He is with you wherever you may be (57:4), about which the
Prophet, upon him be peace and blessings, said:

Be as modest before Allah Almighty, as the necessity of being modest r
before Him requires. Let him who is blessed with this degree of modesty
always control his mind and its contents, as well as his stomach and its i 10
contents. Let him always remember death and decay after it. 5




One who desires the afterlife will renounce the adornments of the world. One who is able to do that
can feel as much modesty before Allah as the necessity of being modest before Him requires.

The third degree can be reached when the servant does not see (yashhad) anything except the abso-
lute Divine disposal of all things, by living a life of profound spirituality in pursuit of the final destina-
tion: And in your Lord is the final goal (53:42). So the heart experiences haybah, which is khawf
associated with reverence and glorification. In this stage the seeker thinks only of Allaah azza wa jal
and no one else (this is magam jaom’iyyah).The effort to reach this final goal continues throughout a
whole life dedicated to following the path to Him.

One’s degree of modesty determines one’s true humanness. If a traveller cannot order his or her life
and discipline his or her acts according to the demands of the eternal life and to live in utmast humil-
ity and modesty, then his or her existence is a personal shame and a burden to others, as stated in
the following couplet:

By Allah, there is good neither in life
nor in the world when modesty disappears.

Modesty is a Divine quality and mystery. If people knew to whom it essentially
relates, they would act more carefully and sensitively. To ifluminate this
point, it is related that Allah ‘Azza Wa Jal asks an old man on the Plain
of Resurrection to account for his acts in the world: Why did you
commit such and such sins? The old man denies that he had done so.
So, the Most Compassionate of the Compassionate commands the
angels: Take him to Paradise. The angels want to know why the
Almighty has commanded so, although He knows that the old man
committed those sins. The Almighty answers: | know, but |

looked at his white beard as one belonging to the Community of
Muhammad and felt ashamed to tell him that | knew he was lying!.

As recorded in Kanz al-‘Ummal, when Jibreel ‘Alayhi Assalam
told this to Allah’s Messenger , the Messenger’s eyes filled with

tears and he said regretfully:

Allah ("Azza Wa Jal) feels ashamed to punish those of my Community

whaose beards have turned white, but those of my Community with

white beards do not feel ashamed to commit sins.

To sum up: |
Hayiy (All-Modest) is one of the Divine Names,
So strive and acquire modesty =)

[A part from Station of The 11
Wayfarers, ibn Al-Qayyim] !



thursday | 19 april 2007 | 2 rabee’ ath-thaani 1428

cﬁ/é 15 a jac!mg Slmc!aw

Allah subhanahu watao'aalao said:
“Truly, this life of the world is nothing but a (quick passing)

enjoyment, and verily, the Hereafter that is the home that will remain
forever.”

The Prophet salallahu alayhi wassalam said:

"What have | to do with this life? The parable of me and this life is the
parable of a rider who rested in _thg sﬂ!ade of a tree and then departed.”

2

e

Abdullah ibn Utnar {mnyﬂh‘aﬁ ﬁg%lémed with him) said:

"This life is like Paradise for the disbeliever and like jail for the believer.
The example of the believer when his soul departs his body, is the example

of a man who was in jail and was released from it, so he goes about in
the earth and travels all around it."

12



Abdullah bin "Aun said:

"Those who were before us (the Sahabah and the Salaf As-Saalih) would leave for this life
what remained with them after taking care of their Hereafter. You, on the other hand,
leave for your Hereafter what remains after taking care of your life."”

Fudail ibn "lyad said:

"Entering this life is easy, but departing from it is very hard. (He means being delivered
from its lures and danger to Allah’s mercy and forgiveness)”

Habib bin Muhammad always said to his wife:

"If | die today, ask so-and-so to wash my body and do this and that.” People asked her:
"Why did he say that, has he seen a vision?" She said: "This is what he says everyday."

e

=2
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asked:

“If you see @ man crying in Paradi
answered in the affirmative. So h .. ed the
laughs in this life, while uttei

: __ t be amazed argﬁprying " He was
I : "What is more amazing is he who
where his final destination will bel"

Wahb ibn Munabbeh said:

"The example of this life and the Hereafter is the example of two rival wives, if you make
one of them happy, the other gets angry.”

13
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Virtues af lhe /%ﬁtyﬁ&

Allah states that even though the martyrs were killed in this life, their souls are alive and receiving provisions
in the Dwelling of Everlasting Life. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Masruq said, "We asked "Abdullah about
this Ayah,
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(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they
have provision.)

He said, "We asked the Messenger of Allah the same question and he said,
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(Their souls are inside green birds that have lamps, which are hanging below the Throne (of Allah), and they
wander about in Paradise wherever they wish. Then they return to those lamps. Allah looks at them and says,
‘Do you wish for anything' They say, "What more could we wish for, while we go wherever we wish in Para-
dise’' Allah asked them this question thrice, and when they realize that He will keep asking them until they
give an answer, they say, "O Lord! We wish that our souls be returned to our bodies so that we are killed in

Your cause again.' Allah knew that they did not have any other wish, so they were left.)" There are several
other similar narrations from Anas and Abu Sa’id.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(No soul that has a good standing with Allah and dies would wish to go back to the life of this world, except
for the martyr. He would like to be returned to this life so that he could be martyred again, for he tastes the
honor achieved from martyrdom.) Muslim collected this Hadith

In addition, Imam Ahmad recorded that, Ibn "Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(When your brothers were killed in Uhud, Allah placed their souls inside green birds that tend to the rivers
of Paradise and eat from its fruits. They then return to golden lamps hanging in the shade of the Throne.
When they tasted the delight of their food, drink and dwelling, they said, "We wish that our brothers knew
what Allah gave us so that they will not abandon Jihad or warfare.’ Allah said, I will convey the news for
you.') Allah revealed these and the following Ayat,
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(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they
have provision.)

Qatadah, Ar-Rabi” and Ad-Dahhak said that these Ayat were revealed about the martyrs of Uhud.

Abu Bakr Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Jabir bin "Abdullah said, "The Messenger of Allah looked at me one
day and said, "0 Jabir! Why do | see you sad’ | said, 'O Messenger of Allah! My father was martyred and left
behind debts and children.’ He said,
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(Should | tell you that Allah never spoke to anyone except from behind a veil However, He spoke to your
father directly. He said, "Ask Me and I will give you." He said, | ask that | am returned to life so that | am

killed in Your cause again.’ The Lord, Exalted He be, said, '| have spoken the word that they shall not be
returned back to it (this life). ' He said, "0 Lord! Then convey the news to those I left behind.’) Allah revealed,

[Gpal Gt Jusa 0 Lolia pgill spansi 5]
(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah...)"

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn "Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The martyrs convene at the shore of a river close to the door of Paradise, in a green tent, where their provi-
sions are brought to them from Paradise day and night.)

Ahmad and Ibn Jarir collected this Hadith, which has a good chain of narration.



It appears that the martyrs are of different types, some of them wander in Paradise, and some remain close to
this river by the door of Paradise. It is also possible that the river is where all the souls of the martyrs convene
and where they are provided with their provision day and night, and Allah knows best. Imam Ahmad narrated
a Hadith that contains good news for every believer that his soul will be wandering in Paradise, as well, eating
from its fruits, enjoying its delights and happiness and tasting the honor that Allah has prepared in it for him.
This Hadith has a unique, authentic chain of narration that includes three of the Four Imams. Imam Ahmad
narrated this Hadith from Muhammad bin Idris Ash-Shafi'i who narrated it from Malik bin Anas Al-Asbuhi,
from Az-Zuhri, from "Abdur-Rahman bin Ka'b bin Malik that his father said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The soul of the believer becomes a bird that feeds on the trees of Paradise, until Allah sends him back to his
body when He resurrects him.)

This Hadith states that the souls of the believers are in the shape of a bird in Paradise. As for the souls of
martyrs, they are inside green birds, like the stars to the rest of the believing souls. We ask Allah the Most
Generous that He makes us firm on the faith.

Allah’s statement,
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(They rejoice in what Allah has bestowed upon them) indicates that the martyrs who were killed in Allah's
cause are alive with Allah, delighted because of the bounty and happiness they are enjoying. They are also
awaiting their brethren, who will die in Allah’s cause after them, for they will be meeting them soon. These
martyrs do not have fear about the future or sorrow for what they left behind. We ask Allah to grant us
Paradise. The Two Sahihs record from Anas, the story of the seventy Ansar Companions who were murdered
at Bir Ma unah in one night. In this Hadith, Anas reported that the Prophet used to supplicate to Allah in
Qunut in prayer against those who killed them. Anas said, "A part of the Qur'an was revealed about them, but
was later abrogated, 'Convey to our people that we met Allah and He was pleased with us and made us
pleased.™

Allah said next,
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(They rejoice in a grace and a bounty from Allah, and that Allah will not waste the reward of the believers)
[3:171].

Muhammad bin Ishaq commented, "They were delighted and pleased because of Allah’s promise that was

fulfilled for them, and for the tremendous rewards they earned.” "Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said,
“This Ayah encompasses all the believers, martyrs and otherwise. Rarely does Allah mention a bounty and a
reward that He granted to the Prophets, without following that with what He has granted the believers after

them."
Tafsir ibn Kathir
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Wisdom from Ibn Al-Qayyim
n A -Fawa'id

Man taught his dog how to catch prey for him and the dog overcame his desire to eat the prey out
of respect for his owner and fear of his power, and Allah taught you and you do not accept His
f teaching.
v Eating the game that is caught by an untrained dog is unlawful and likewise are the deeds of the
ignorant who performed their deeds for their own sake and not for Allah.

; Man consists of the mind of an angel, the lust of an animal, and the fancy of Satan. One of them
ﬂ‘:' will prevail. If you could overcome your fancy and lust, you will be in a rank that is higher than an
"7 angel. And if your fancy and lust beat you, you will be in a rank that is less than a dog.

* It is lawful when a dog catches prey for its owner as Allah accepts deeds that are for His sake

ko alone, while He refuses deeds that are done for others than Him, like when a dog catches prey for
~itself and not for its owner.

The origin of all good and evil that is found in the servant and all that is praised or dispraised, are
from Allah, the Donator and the Preventer. He, the Exalted manages His servants according to

' these two attributes. The true and sincere worshiper will praise Allah when He gives to him and
will turn to Allah when He prevents him from something. Allah, the Exalted gives to him in order to

be praised and prevents him in order to be asked. The sincere servant will always praise Allah and
ask of Him.

-
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THE CONDITIONS OF LA ILLAAHA ILAA ALLAAH

[continued from page 4]
The First Condition: The Verbal Pronouncement

Pronouncing it by its form (saying it). Anyone who wants to enter into Isldm must say on his tongue Ldilaho-ilaliah and whoever
has not said it verbally his Islam is not accepted from him, any condition we mention we will bring evidence to make it clear and
apparent.

Hadith, Bukhari, Muslim, narrated by Saeed Ibn Musayab, The Messenger went to his uncle Abu Talib to his death bed and found
besides him Abu Jahl and Abi Umayah Ibn Mughirah, when the Messenger (saw) saw his uncle said to him say La-ilaha-ilaliah
these words will testify on behalf of you in there hereafter. When the Messenger (saw) was asking Abu Talib are you going to
forfeit the Akhirah for your uncles, and he (saow) remained beside him, telling him to say 'La-ilaha-ilallah’, the Messenger (saw)
continued doing this hoping and asking for him to be guided until the last word on Abu Talibs lips where | am on the Din of Abdul
Mutalib, and he died upon Shirk. 5o the Messenger [saw) said, | am going to continue to seek forgiveness for him, until Allah {swit)
tells me what to do. Abu Talib had played a great role in helping the Da'wah of the Messenger (saw) and he [saw) never forgot
this.

Allah (swt) specifically revealed an ayah prohibiting this, ‘It is not fitting, for the Messenger and those who believe, that they
should pray for forgiveness for Pagans, even though they be of kin, after it is clear to them that they are companions of the Fire.’
[Surah at-Tauba 9:133] and Allah {swt) also revealed to the Messenger (saw), "You cannot guide whoever you so will, it is Allgh
(swt) who guides whom He wishes.’ [Surah Qasas 28:56]. So anyone who dies upon Kufr and Shirk even if he is a member of your
family it is not allowed to seek forgiveness from Allah (swt) for them.

Hadith Abu Hurayra, the Messenger (saw) said “Say there is no god but Allah and | will bear witness for you on the Day of Judge-
ment.” Abu Talib replied, “If Quraysh did not reproach me by saying that | said this statement out of fear, | would have repeated it
for your sake! Then Allah (swi) revealed, “You cannot guide whoever you so will, it is Allah {swt] who guides whom He wishes.”
[Sahih Muslim]

The lesson we should learn is that despite all the good deeds Abu Talib performed, this still will not benefit him because he did not
say La-ilaha-ilaliah and died upon Shirk, we also learn from this Hadith the matter of guiding people is not within our hands it is
within the control of Allah [swt) the role of the Messenger is simply to elucidate the right path to the people but not to convert
people, that is in the hands of Aligh (swt). Look at this example, the Messenger tried so hard for his uncle, yet the role of guiding
his uncle was not in his hands.

Narrated in Abu Dawid, that Ali (ra) said to the Messenger {saw) about his father Abu Talib, "Your misguided uncle has died’ {never
even said his dad!) what did the Messenger (saw) say to him In response, ‘go and bury him’, and didn't prepare for him Janazah
the way we do for Muslims, because the allegiance between the believers is the Din we carry and anyone who dies upon Shirk or
Kufr we have no firm relationships with them.

The Messenger (saw) soid, | have been ordered to fight the people until they say La-ilaha-ilaligh and they establish the pray and
give the zakat, if they do such things then their blood becomes protected except by the Hadd of Islam. Imam Nawawi in Sharh
Sahih Muslim said this Hadith shows that Iman has a condition of pronouncing it.

lbn Taymiyah in his FatGwa stated, the two Shahadahs i.e. La-ilaha-ilallah 'Muhammad ur-Rasdlullah’ whoever does not say this by
the agreement of all Muslims, is not a Muslim, And the majority of the Ulema have agreed he is Kafir, both within the inner and
the outer. He continued, those who say it do so with (Qudra) ability, why did he say this, for those who cannot speak that is lifted
and is an exception to the rule, and obviously the one who cannot speak the responsibility is lifted from him but you can explain to
him in any other way to understand i.e sign language and at the same time he can use sign language to make you understand
what he understands by it as well, there are other ways to arrive at the same conclusion.

At the same time we can agree the one who says the statement of Tawhid is Muslim, the same way by opposite meaning we say
the one who speaks statement of Kuffr can be a Kafir; the way we have Iman by speech we can have Kufr by speech as well.

&
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[continued on page 34]
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IVine DecCree!

The Prophet (sallaAllahu3alayhiwassallam) said:
“Nothing can change the Divine decree except du'aa’.

(Narrated by Ahmad, 5/677; Ibn Maajah, 90; al-Tirmidhi, 139. Classed as hasan).

o§ o o o ok o

The Prophet (sallaAllahu3alayhiwassallam) said:

“Whoever has the gate of du'aa’ opened to him, has the gates of mercy opened to him. Allaah
is never asked for anything that He gives which is more beloved to Him than being asked for
good health and well-being. Du‘aa’ is beneficial with regard to what has been decreed and
what has not been decreed. So, O slaves of Allaah, you must make du’aa’”

(Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 3548)

o o ok ok o

The Prophet (sallaAllahu3alayhiwassallam) said:
“No precaution can protect against the decree of Allaah. Du‘oa’ is beneficial with regard to
what has been decreed and what has not been decreed. The du'aa” meets the calamity that has

been decreed and wrestles with it, until the Day of Resurrection.”

(Narrated by al-Tabaraani, 2/800 (33), hasan).
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The Quran on the Origin of the Universe

The science of modern cosmology, observational and theoretical, clearly indicates that, at one point in time, the whole
universe was nothing but a cloud of ‘smoke’ (i.e. an opaque highly dense and hot gaseous composition).1 This is one of
the undisputed principles of standard modemn cosmology. Scientists now can observe new stars forming out of the
remnants of that ‘smoke’ (see figures 10 and ).
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Figure 11: The Lagoon nebula is a cloud of gas and
dust, about 6o light years in diameter. It is excited
by the ultraviolet radiation of the hot stars that
have recently formed within its bulk. (Horizons,
Exploring the Universe, Seeds, plate g, from Associa-
tion of Universities for Research in Astronomy, Inc.)

Figure 10t A new star forming out of a cloud of gas and dust
(nebula), which is one of the remnants of the ‘smoke’ that
was the origin of the whole universe. (The Space Atlas,
Heather and Henbest, p. 50.)

The illuminating stars we see at night were, just as was the whole universe, in that ‘smoke’ material. God has said in the
Quran:

Then He turned to the heaven when it was smoke... (Quran, 41:11)

Because the earth and the heavens above (the sun, the moon, stars, planets, galaxies, etc.) have been formed from this same
‘smoke,’ we conclude that the earth and the heavens were one connected entity. Then out of this homogeneous ‘smoke,’

they formed and separated from each other. God has said in the Quran:

Have not those who disbelieved known that the heavens and the earth were one connected entity, then We separated
them?... (Quran, 21:30)

Dr. Alfred Kroner is one of the world’s renowned geologists. He is Professor of Geology and the Chairman of the Department
of Geology at the Institute of Geosciences, Johannes Gutenberg University, Mainz, Germany. He said: *‘Thinking where Mu-
hammad came from. . . | think it is almost impossible that he could have known about things like the common origin of the
universe, because scientists have only found out within the last few years, with very complicated and advanced technological
methods, that this is the case.”2 . Also he said: ““Somebody who did not know something about nuclear physics fourteen
hundred years ago could not, | think, be in a position to find out from his own mind, for instance, that the earth and the
heavens had the same origin.” 3

FOOTNOTES:
(1) The First Three Minutes, a Modern View of the Origin of the Universe, Weinberg, pp. g4-105. Back from footnote (1)
(2) The reference for this saying is This is the Truth (videotape). For a copy of this videotape, please visit this page. Back from footnote (2)

(3) This is the Truth (videotape). Back from footnote (3) 20
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Assalamu ‘Alaykuna Wa Rahmatullaahi Wa Barakatuhu
I hoOope that the beloved sisters are all in the most whOoolesome of health, relief and Iman InshaAllah.

Akhawati, | just wished to ask a question .. And everyone who answers can and will only benifit herself..... so
please.. do pay heed to it:

TommOoroOw...

The Malaikah ...
will raise our deeds

To The Only One Who Rewards and Accounts...

Lo...

What
did yoOu prepare
of Deeds
for them to carry for you?

One from the salaf once said:

"The one who performs Muhasabah (accounts himself) before being questioned (by Allah) his interrogation
will be little diminished. He will have an answer prepared for the questions that he will be asked. He will see
success and feel tranquillity. As for the one who does not perform Muhasabah, his sorrow will be all encom-

passing. He will remain under disgraced and in hardship on the Day of Resurrection.”

And ‘Umar bin Al-Khattaab Radiyallahu ‘Anh said: "Take account of your deeds before they will be accounted
for you (by Allah) and weigh them out before they will be weighed for you.

AccOount
yourself

Athabakillah wa hafidhaki...
21
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Another Day;
Another Mission

The team lined up ready to hear and obey their coach, they stretch every part of
their body maintaining their skills and qualities staying focused for

their new mission. The coach steps into the fields to lead his team, with his
harshness and sternness he specifies each commandment to his followers, with his
skills and arrogance he boasts of his position and with pride and egotism he lines up
his team to escort them to their opponents. He discharges a long list in which his
opponent’s names and details are enlisted. He calls upon one by one his team
members, with each member a name is give to monitor and mark every move
whether smail or big by it's opponent, the coach orders his man to stay close to their
opponents and let not one move be made without them to

know. He finally delivers his final speech before

he discharges his team into the fields:

“O my soldiers! Your mission is one, your goal is one and your opponent is one.
Today you have been sent with this mission, to destroy your opponent, today you
will bring me good news. | am the one, who is the best of all creations,

I am the fire, | am the destroyer of light and | am the exterminator

of the children of Adam (as) | am Shaytan and no one can over-rule

me. I am Shaytan and you are my soldiers, I order you to fight those men

who worship Allah, you are now ready for this mission and to take down

your opponents and leave no mercy. Fal'knvmerremr}runck and those

who they interact with. Eemrejiﬂtabemmf,ﬂsmtfmﬂpm
remgmsespﬂurappenmncemdeedhehm‘npaﬂwfulmaﬂaﬂnﬂmtem-

I have given you 3 missions once you have completed them on your

opponent then you are definitely victorious and have crushed your opponent in the
midst of the fire. You must complete these three missions:

Divert your opponent from Tawheed and bring him closer to me the

throne of Taghout. Deter you opponent from Hijrah for Allah and

make his Hijrah for me, and finally Daunt your opponent from Jihad

for Allah’s sake, and make his only jihad for me

Once you have accomplished your 3 goals than indeed rejoice in

laughter and amusement as you have slaughtered your opponent.

O soldiers of Shaytan — go and do not turn back you are now ready to take them on”

“O Children of Adam! Let not Shaitdn (Satan) deceive you, as he got your parents
[Adam and Hawwa (Eve)] out of Paradise, stripping them of their raiments, to show
them their private parts. Verily, he and Qabiluhu (his soldiers from the jinns or his
tribe) see you from where you cannot see them. Verily, We made the Shayatin
(devils) Auliyd' (protectors and helpers) for those who believe not”. (Al-A'araf - 7: 27)

“Surely, Shaitdn (Satan) is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an enemy. He only
invites his Hizb (followers) that they may become the dwellers of the blazing Fire.”
(35: 6)

“The Shaytan will reach you in all aspects of life” (Muslim 2033)
22
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/9 /enfi/u/ C/ /ta;rifg

From the morals and manners of the Salaf was that they would practice abundant charity
with that was beyond their needs, day and night, secretly and openly. Whoever did not have
food or wealth to spend, they would be charitable by sparing the people their harms and by

bearing the harms of others.

Allah the Most High said, "Those who spend their wealth by night and day, in secret and in
public, shall have their reward with their Lord. On them shall be no fear nor shall they
grieve." [Suratul-Bagarah (2):274]

He also said, "You shall not attain piety (birr) until you spend out of that which you love.
Whatever good you spend Alfaah knows well." [Surah Aali-'Imran (3):92]

‘Abdul-'Aziz ibn 'Umair (rahimahullah), said, "Soloat will reach you half the road, fasting lets
you reach the door of the king, and charity allows you to enter into the king's compamy.”

He also used to say, "Wealth to us are deposits for generosity.”

Their manners was to smile cheerfully at the face of the beggar and not to suspect
him. They would always think that he only begged out of dire need.

Sufyan ath-Thawri (rahimaohullah), used to be overjoyed if he saw beggar at his door
saying, "Welcome to the one who has come to wash my sins."

Fudhayl ibn 'lyad (rahimahullah), said, "Beggars are such good people! They carry
our provision to the Afterlife without payment until they place it on the scale in front
of Allah the Most High."
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