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Plain Speaking to Muslims

Dear Brothers,

| would like to do some 'plain speaking’ without
mincing matters because the distressing and sorrowful
plight of the 'millat’ all over the world warrants soul-
sgarching oy all thinking ana responsible members
of this vast community at the present juncture. It
is being done in the interest and for the well-being
of all of us in all sincerity and sympathy from the
depth of my heart and | hope it will be recejved
in the same spirit.

“"Rakhiyo Ghallb mujhe is talkh nawai men mu'af,
Aaj kuchh dard mere dil men siwa hota hal.”
(Ghalib excuse me for speaking so bitterly,

For today | feel greater pain in my heart).

Ghalib

The secret of safety, security and survival
of the 'ummat’ lies In looking for the real causes
of the present distressful conditions and finding a
way out of this unprecedented predicament. We
are placed in a very unenviable position and there
is no way out except to revert to Islam.

e e @Nd Who had felt that the earth,
spacious as it was, had become too strait for
them and their very lives had become a burden
unto them, and who had thought that there was
no refuge from Allah except in Himself."

Surah at Tauba : 118



It is necessary as patriotic and conscientious
citizens to draw the attention of the powers-that-
be and important institutions of national standing
to their errors of omission and commission and there
is no need to be afraid of being misunderstood over it.

An Honest General Survey :

It is also our religious duty to speak the
truth and not be guided by opportunism In doing
so. The “khair-e-ummat' cannot and should not
shirk its responsibility in this regard even if Iits
voice is not heard. It is necessary for the elite in
the ‘ummat’ to make a thorough study of the |lurking
dangers in the light of the ‘Sermon on Mount Safa’
by Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) and speak
plainly about the righteous deeds and moral oblig-
ations on which the Divine Law of Rise and Fall
of Nations is based : Recall the time when the
Makkan elite had assembled at the foot of Mount
Safa in response to the call by Prophet Muhammad
(peace be on him) who was known among them as
“truthful'' and ‘‘trustworthy.” They thought that
they would be told about a possible enemy
attack or some such catastrophe. But they were
told that there is no danger from outside, but itis
from ‘*within' which is to overtake them on account
of their ungodly and erroneous ways of life.

The guidance offered by the glorious Qur'an
and the traditions of Prophet Muhammad (peace
be on him) is enough for the ‘ummat’ as a perfect and
infalliable guide for all times and under all conditions
however worse they be, A few guide-lines are
being spelled out in this short diszourse for consi-
daration of the elitz in the 'millat’. It is necessary for
them to devotz immediate and urgent attention to
the suggestions being offered here to attract
Divine Mercy and bring about a wind of change
in the prevailing miserable conditions.
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The Difference Between Monotheism and
Polytheism :

It is abundantly clear from the study of the
glorious Qur'an that if a community blessed with a
divine book and avowing belief in Allah; is involved in
polytheism of any kind, instead of following the guid-
ance offered therein, itis deprived of the Divine Help,
falls in disfavour and ultimately disgraced.

“The displeasure of their Lord will surely rest
on those who had worshipped the calf and humi-
liation will be their share in their present life, for,
so do We requite those who give rise to false

notions,"’ ;
Surah al-A'araf : 152

“We shall cast terror into the hearts of those
who disbelieve because they ascribe unto Allah
partners for which no warrant hath been

revealed,"
Surah al-i=Ilmran : 15

On the other hand if it follows Divine Ordi-
nances in letter and spirit; to the best of its
capacity, there is a definite promise of safety,
peace and glory in the world as evident from the
following verse of the glorious Qur'an,

HAllah hath held out the promise that those who
believe and do what Is right that He will accord
to them the privilege of ruling in the land, even
as He had accorded to those who had gone
before them, and that He will let the way of life
(din) chosen for them prevail and that He will
replace their state of fear by one of security (the
privilege of being conditioned by the Divine
Command : They shall have to serve Me alone,
without setting up any peers to Me. And whoso
prove ungrateful after this, shall be regarded as

wicked,"
Surah an Nur : 54
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The Lives of the Companions of the Prophet :

The glorious Qur'an vouchsafes for the com-
panions of the Prophet (peace be on him) when
they practised the principles laid down therein,
that :

And remember the time when you were but few
(at Makkah) and held of little account in tha land
and in dread of those who would forcibly expel
you. |t was then that He found for you a place
of refuge (Madina) and strengthened you with
His help and provided you with the good things
of life that haply you might give thanks.,"

Surah al-Anfal : 26
A Few Polytheistic Beliefs and Practices :

The disclosure may, however, be unpleasant
for some people, but it is a fact that some poly-
theistic beliefs and practices have penetrated in a
section of the ‘ummat’. It requires a little under-
standing of the glorious Qur'an and moral courage
to realise it. The glorious Qur'an has denounced
polytheism in unambiguous terms as an unforgivable

sin,

“Surely Allah forgives not the setting up of
peers for Him; for anything less than this, He
forgives whomsoever He pleases.”

Surah an-Nisa : 48

If anybody disbelieves or doubts the veracity
of the above statement, he would do well to visit
any popular shrine or attend an *“Urs" and overhear
the conversation of the frequent visitors to these
places about the dogmatic notions which they,
including a few bigwigs, have about these sages
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and “aulia”. Except for the few atfributes (sifat)
like creation of the universe and the like, they
have ascribed many divine attributes to these '‘aulia"
including invocation (dua) from and prostration
(sajda) before their graves though these forms of
submission are exclusively meant for Allah. |f
someone, Wwho has a little knowledge of the
principles of Islam, visits any locality inhabited by
such Muslims, it is feared, he may cry out :

""And many of them believe not in Allah
except by joining others (with Him)."

Surah Yusuf : 106

We cannot, therefore, expect anything subs-
tantial out of the plausible and specious means
adopted at the instance of the so called leaders
for safety, security and welfare of the *“ummat'
when the glorious Qur'an declares :

“Allah hath held out the promise that those
who believe and do what is right."

Surah an Nur : 55

The preachers, speakers and scholars who
are endowed with the understanding of the spirit
of Islam connot escape their responsibility in this
respect and thsy are likely to be questioned on
the Day of Judgement.

The ill-effects of Immorality and Misdeeds :

The way the writ of Allah runs in the
universe since creation, the properties of matter
are an established and known fact-water, fire,
herbs, poisons etc. have their specific properties.
The way discipline, diligence and such other tried
and tested methods have proved their worth for
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success in the world in accordance with the Will
of Allah, in the same way morality and righteous
deeds and immorality and misdeeds do effect the
lives of individuals and communities. The glorious

Qur'an has described the Ill-effects and dire
consequences of misdeeds on the lives of
individuals and communities in detalls. It is

enough to look at the deplorable conditions and
end of the ftribes of Prophets Nuh, Hud, Salih, and
Lut (peace be on them all) wherein their peculiar
characteristic traits and deeds (rather misdeeds)
have been mentioned along with the Divine chastise-
ment which was wreaked on those tribes.

O my people ! Let not the schism with me
cause you to sin so that there befall you that which
befell the folk of Noah and the folk of Hud, and the folk
of Salih; and the folk of Lot are not far off from you."

Surah Hud : 89

Those who do not work according to the
divine principles of Islam lead a miserable life.
They are afflicted with distress, disrespect, disea-
ses, abnormal deaths etc. The merciful Prophet
(peace be on him) has alse warned that when
the "Ordering of good" and ‘'forbidding of evil”
is abandoned, the Invocations are not answered.
On the other hand if a climate of repentance
(inabat) and rzcantation (tauba) is created, the
Divine chastisement is withdrawn.

Yo e e — ==YV hen they (the folk of Jonah)
believed We drew off from them the torment of
disgrace in the life of the world and gave them
comfort for a while.”

Surah Yunus : 99
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It is observed that a large number of Muslims
are involved In dissimulation (nifaq) of deeds (a’amal)
and morals (akhlag), and a good number of the
pseudo leaders in the dissimulation of faith. It
has also been noticed that a large majority of
our brethren is permanently negligent of the daily
five obligatory prayers-the most important of the
fundamental principles of Islam after “iman." It is
absolutely necessary that along with other measures
for the uplift of the ‘“‘ummat’ (in fact, before they
are taken up), the members of the ‘‘ummat’ should
be called upon to strictly follow the tenets of
Islam, i.e,, Prayers, Zakat, Fasting and Hajj along
'with rectification (islah) of their conduct and
morals without which nothing worthwhile can be
achieved by us as a whole. We should, where
necessary, put a little fright in the hearts of the
errant members of the "ummat" of the chastisement
that afflicts the wrong doers in this world and the
next for negligence of these fundamentals, which
constitute the pillars of Islam.

“"And obey Allah and His messenger, and
dispute not one with another lest ye falter and
your strength depart from you; but be steadfast |
Lo ! Allah is with the steadfast."

Surah al - Anfal : 46

The Practice of Certain Rituals for Cheap
Popularity :

The deeds which have their Ill-effects in
this world and the next and far-reaching conse-
quences on the lives of individuals and communities
are personal affairs, mutual dealings (mu‘amlat),
extravagance in certain rituals, spending lavishly
for satisfaction of personal whims and fancies,
etc. Because there can be no propriety for
extravagance Iin religilous ceremonies and social
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functions. They are not in keeping with the spirit
of Islam and such persons are liable to be
questioned when lots of people do not have the
means to meet the basic needs of life; when
thousands of children cannot afford text books or
school fees and cannot continue their studies;
when such institutions, which form the backbone of
the community, are struggling for survival and
scores of plans, without which the meaningful
existence of the community is inconceivable, are
lagging behind or cannot prosper for want of
necessary funds. It is unfortunate that prosperous
persons and purse- proud upstarts spend lavishly
on the marriages of their children and othe®
ceremonies. The system of dowry is another curse
which has infiltrated in a section of the 'millat’
at some places. It is sad thatinspite of education,
social and political changes these princely and
wasteful expenses have not stopped. On the
contrary, novel methods have been adopted and
political ambitions have been linked with them.

Even today in most of our professional frater-
nities, business class and the urban elite, the
observance of these customs and conventions is
given to ostentation; even if some of them are
a necessity and a religious duty but they should
be observed with austerity. There are some people
who are otherwise religious minded but they
consider these ceremonies unrelated with religion.
The glorious Qur’'an admonishes such persons in the
following verses :

i) “What thinkest thou (O Muhammad!) of him
who hath chosen to worship his own desires."’

Surah al - Furgan : 43
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1) ' But they say. We found our fathers following
a certain way and we are simply guided by their
foot-steps.

Surah az - Zukhruf : 22

We have to make radical changes Iin the
ideals and concepts attached with these ceremonies.
It is necessary to rise against such conventions,
make it clear that these grandiose practices invite
the wrath of Allanh and bring about the decline
and downfall of the community. The Beneficient
and Merciful Allah and His equitable laws do not
Tountenance this prodigality for illusory notions
of recognition and ‘*'the bubble reputation' when
the wealth thus wasted can be usefully utilised to
provide means of subsistence for lacs of indigent
members of the “millat"” or utilised to meet the
expenses of institutions of religious, educational
and technical instruction which sorely need funds.

1And whenever We intend (in consequence of
misdeeds, to let the law of life take its course)
to destroy a city, We forewarn the affluent
among its people but when they disregard the
warning, the doom deserved overtakes them;
and We let it come to absolute ruin."

Surah Bani Israil : 16

The most detestable practice which can
invite the wrath or chastisement of Allah is the
long list of demands made by the groom’'s side
from the bride's as a condition of marriage. This
practice has been given different names at different
places. The dowry In accordance with one's
status is not against *“Shariat.” It is, in fact, an
estimable convention and a sign of good family
tias. The Prophet (peace be on him) gave certain
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house-hold articles Iin dowry to his daughter
Fatima Zahra because Hazrat Ali did not have
those articles of daily use. The companions of
the Prophet (peace be on him) and the Muslims
of all classes and in all ages have given dowry
to thelr daughters. But the form has now changed.
It is no more a gift, a token of family ties. It is
given in some cases to make a name, or as a
ritual, but in most of the cases under compulsion.
The father of the bride, at times, raises a l|oan
(may be at exorbitant interest), or disposes of his
property to meet the demands of dowry. Ths
importance attached to dowry in India is not the
practice in other Muslim countries. I[t, therefore,
appears to be indigenous custom. It has now
assumed an alarming magnitude and made marriages
difficult and a curse and such despicable acts
are perpetrated for dowry that they are enough
to invite the wrath of Beneficient and Merciful
Allah as such practices have been the cause of
destruction of kingdoms and obliteration of civili-
sations in the past

The Muslims who claim to follow the Prophet
who was sent as 'Mercy for the worlds' (peace be
on him) ought to have come forward and stopped
this wicked practice as sincere and true followers
of that Prophet (peace be on him) about whom
the glorious Qur'an says.

“But Allah would not punish them
while thou wast with them -.........."

Surah al - Anfal : 33

It is very sad that this evil has inflitrated
in Muslim community also and some Muslims do
not consider it against humanity and religion. If
just one item in the long list of demands s not
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provided the grooms (or in some cases the in-laws)
do not allow the wadded wives to join them for years.

It Is necessary that this evil be eradicated

root and branch, else, | am afraid, the divine
calamity may strike all of a sudden. Even
otherwise the Il|-effects of this practice which

have affected the family and social life are not
hidden from those who have a seeing eye. The
holy prophet ( peace be on him) is reported to
have said :

Hazrat Huzaifa Yamani narrates that Prophet
Muhammad (peace be on him) said, “By Allah in
whose hands is my life, enjoin the right and forbid
the wrong. It is, otherwise, feared that Allah may
send His chastisement (‘azab) and you pray and
it may not be answered.”

(Tirmizi)

An Exemplary Event :

Those affluent members of the *“*ummat' who
spend lavishly on banquets and illumination should
keep the following exemplary event in mind. Hazrat
Abdul Rehman bin 'Auf married after migration
to Madina and Prophet Muhammad (peace be on
him) was not informed of this important event
though his presence would have been auspicious
(babarkat) and a matter of just pride for him.
These days relations are invited from far off
places-countries from where passports and visas
are required. When the Prophet (peace be on him)
came to know about the marriage, he asked him
to give a marriage feast (walimah).

The time has now come that this tendency
of pompous feasts and lighting should be curbed
by the elite. They should openly express their
disgust and displeasure at this wastage and
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discourage this trend by total boycott of such
persons and festivities.

These spend -thrifts should know that there
can be no justification for this needless luxury.

They should be afraid of accountability on the
Day of Judgement when they would be called upon to
render account for each and every paisa and
prove the legality of this wastefulness.

“‘He it is who hath placed you vViceroys of the
earth and hath exalted some of you in rank
above others, that He may try you by (the test®
of) that which He hath given you. Lo ! the Lord
is swift in prosecution, and lo | He is Forgiving,
Merciful."”

Surah al - An'am ; 165

Indifference to Social Obligations :

It is clear from the study of the glorious
Qur'an that excessive interest and occupation in
one's personal affairs and business or economic
advancement to the neglect of collective needs of
the "millat", propagation and defence of faith, etc.
are like committing suicide, The "millat" which takes
to this wrong course Is doomed to failure.

"And spend in the way of Allah and do not with
your own hands work for your ruin and do good
for Allah verily loves who do good.”

Surah al ~Bagarah : 195

Hazrat Abu Ayyub Ansari-the host of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be on him)-who knew the real
significance of this verse rebuked his comrades-in-
arm at the time of the siege of Constantinople
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