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INTRODUCTION

The fundamental problem of modern Islam is how to
get Muslim society forge ahead with renewed vigour,
power and drive as a divinely guided society should and
must. This question has exercised the minds of Muslims
ever since the opening decades of (he nineteenth cen-
tury when they found themselves enfeebled by decadence
within and confronted with the growing might of the West
striding forth in their lands in explosive restlessness.
Their immediate reaction, and quite natural too, was
that of a zealot who opposes the political and military
expansion of his adversary with all his might and at all
costs. The leaders of the Islamic East saw the West
as something primarily to be rejected ; they protested
against its external encroachment as well as its corrupt-
ing influence : their condemnation of everything western
was deep yet narrow. They summoned the Muslim
society back to its original purity and order ; but having
lost the capacity to order its life effectively, to refashion
it morally, intellectually and materially, the result achiev-
ed by them was not unexpected. Not only the East,
including Muslim countries, passed into the political
dominaticn of the West, one after another, but it lost its
self-confidence with the failure of its efforts. On the
other hand, the West launching forth with the greatest
upsurge and expansive energy it had summoned up in
its history, took the offensive from diverse directions—it



2

was an unrelenting attack on a politically decadent and
intellectually stagnant East from the directions of philo-
sophy as well as culture.

The consolidation of political as well as intellectual
superiority of the West produced another group of per-
sons who, taking its superiority for granted, directed
their protest solely against internal deterioration of the
community. They advocated complete acceptance of the
western mode of life and its way of thinking as the only
way out to achieve political freedom ; they wanted to
carry the whole community as passive adherents along
the tide of western liberalism that flowed around. They
desired to harmonise the East with the West, but the
harmenising sought by them was more passive and
permissive rather than active and creative. They tried
to redefine the content or the methods of faith in the
light of western liberalism and some were even hold
enough to declare that Islam would perish unless it did
not come to terms with the modern world. The Shariah
was considered by them as outmoded and inferior to
the western legal system ; they stigmatized the transcen-
dental values of life as backward, medieval and reac-
tionary. But their undue emphasis on worldly outlook
succeeded only in producing apologetics for the external
intrusion and menace, and a class struggle and schism
in the community for still more decadence within.

However, both these groups those protesting
against external encroachment and those condemning
internal deterioration—failed to correctly estimate the
real dimensions of the problem. None ot them could
adequately assess the ambitions, roots and causes of
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the exuberant Europe nor could anyone generate a new
synthesis of the East and West that might incite their
people to constructing new dreams and adventures. |f
one failed to understand the secret springs of power
wielded by the West, the other was carried away by its
blind acceptance of everything western and modern. If
one vehemently rejected the West ; the other passively
accepted it as an inevitable must; but, none tried to
meet it on terms of equality and mutual understanding.
In the lectures and essays included in this volume,
the author points out to a third course. He reviews the
situation in comprehensive terms in its true perspective
and advocates that the vitality and skill of the West
should be appropriated rather than accepted. He wants
the East to be enlightened rather than to be intoxicated
by the West. At the same time, he urges Muslim East
to maintain its distinctive individuality, its faith, its noral
integrity and the fervidness of heart and spirit ; since, on
its ability to do so depends its capacity to play a useful
role for itself, for the West and for the humanity at large.
He focuses the attention on the fact, vividly clear yet
overlooked by the critics as well as eulogizers of western
civilization, that the modern West is moved by the philo-
sophic vision of the ancient Greece which demands a
complete separation of all institutions, customs, ideas,
arts and sciences from religion, rejects everything be-
yond the visible and the tangible and makes man a mea-
sure of all things. He brings out how these bases of Wes-
tern thought and culture are antagonistic and incompatible
with the values and ideals cherished by Islam as well
as destructive to the West itself. Nevertheless, his
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thought-provoking criticism of the western intellec-
tualism—its materialistic view of life, its failure in social
and moral spheres and the resultant chaos threatening
the entire world with moral and social disintegration—
is neither destructive nor produced by an emotion of
revengeful hatred of the West.

He underlines, on the one hand, the inner contradic-
tion of the modern material progress—the contradiction
of its astounding achievements in the physical field and
failure on social, moral and spiritual fronts—and, on the
other, the capacity of the East to help the West out of
its present predicament. He wants the Muslim East to
understand the real cause of material prosperity and
worldly success of the West, accept only what Is worth-
while, and, in return, help the West in overcoming its
own follies and shortcomings, aberrations and excesses
for their mutual benefit. He asks the East to guard and
conserve its own latent energies of faith and righteous-
ness, Intellectual integrity and moral strength, and build
a new bridge across which humanity may walk along to
mutual understanding, progress and prosperity and
material advancement as well as spiritual enrichment to
create a brave new world—a world that would be worth
living for all, for the white and the black, for the great
and the small, for the powerful and the weak.

Lucknow :
May 10, 1973 MOHIUDDIN AHMAD



EAST AND WEST

This lecture was delivered originally in
Arabic on Friday, 11th October 1963, in
the University of London. Translated by
Dr. Zafar Is'hag Ansari, Lecturer, Petroleum
University, Riyad, Saudi Arabia.






The well-known English poet Rudyard Kipling has
said :

‘East ‘is East and West is West
And never the twain shall meet.'

Even though these are the words of a poet of our own
century, the idea they embody has been a dominant one
for many years both in the East and in the West, and has
rooted itself deeply in their respective philosophies and
literature. What has happened in this case is just what

happens everywhere else : certain ideas and trends of
" thought emerge in a society, play their part in orienting
its attitudes and predilections, and then comes forward
a poet or a writer who expresses them in words of last-
ing beauty so that they gain currency and are referred to
again and again by the people. This seems to have
been exactly the case with Kipling's famous couplet : he
epitomized the idea so long accepted in the East as well
as the West, and in doing so emphasized even further
the East-West dictum. | would even venture to say that
| have not come across any literary or poetic expression
which has caused so much harm to the good of huma-
nily and to the concept of the unity of mankind as this
idea of a perpetual division of the human family into
East and West. No malter how simple and seemingly
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innocent Kipling's words may be, nor how accurately
they may describe an historical situation, expressions
such as this have gone a long way towards leading
people all over the world to regard the East and the West
as two hostile entities which can never be reconciled.
If East and the West were to meet, it could be only on
the battlefield and if they were to come together any-
where else it would only be for mutual abuse.

This is what the East and West have felt for many
centuries. They have remained apart, either in complete
ignorance of each other or else possessing only an ex-
termely superficial knowledge, seeing only those aspects
of their rival's life which reveal weakness and ugliness,
rather than strength and bealty. Their mutual behaviour
has been determined by doubt and suspicion, contempt
and scorn.

The first serious encounter between East and West
took place during the Crusades. This encounter could
-not lead to an appreciation of each other's good qualities,
nor to an understanding of each other's beliefs and ethic-
al attitudes. This was due primarily to the blind hostility
of the Crusaders, which made them believe indiscrimi-
nately all kinds of fantastic reports about the beliefs and
practices of the Muslims. In fact, it was their readiness to
believe all sorts of travesties of the truth, such as, for
example, that the Muslims were pagan brutes, that had
helped the instigators of the Crusades to lead Christian
fighters to battle for the liberation of the Holy Land. It is
understandable that the atmosphere in which these wars
were fought inhibited the growth of mutual appreciation,
not to mention the urge for any serious study of each
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other's religious and ethical concepts, and prevented
each benefiting from the other's accomplishments and
experiences. Nevertheless, the Crusades were not alto-
gether useless, for they reduced, even if they did not
bridge, the gulf between these two groups of nations and
continents.

To refer to more recent times, an encounter between
the East and the West took place during the 19th century.
This was the time when the West, driven by political and
economic considerations, began to spread its influence
and authority over lands of the East. The West invaded
the East with all it had—its civilization and industries, its
sclences, its culture, its scheme of state organization—
the good as well as the bad. The East, which had been
left behind by the fast-moving West in its march towards
scientific and economic development and towards a more
efficiently organized order of things, was dumbfounded
by the onslaught from the West and naturally could not be
expected to be in the right frame of mind to attenrpt any
effective understanding of the West, or to benefit by its
accomplishments.

Another factor which prevented any appreciation of
the West, if | might be excused for saying so, was the
fact that despite its many healthy aspects, the Western
civilization was on the whole the result of a materialistic
view of the world and contained more or iess all that is
characteristic of a civilization whose religious impulse has
suffered atrophy. Still another factor standing in the way
of the proper appreciation of the West was—and here
again | ask your indulgence—the strong feeling among
Westerners that they were masters of the East. This was
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coupled with a feeling of racial superiority which mani-
fested itself in their individual behaviour as well as in
general policies which were Incompatible with human
dignity and the spirit of democracy : those very ideas for
which the Westerners were celebrated and for which they
had struggled in their own lands.

Another phase of the impact of the West on the
East was the development of an attitude of slavish sur-
render and abject subservience among the peoples of-the
East. They began to cherish Western values and ideas,
adore the modes and manifestations of Western life
and Western civilization. There arose a trend of blind
imitation of the West, which robbed the peoples of the
East of their distinctive personality as well as of their
self-respect. This aping of the West in all walks of life
pushed the Easterners into the background, reducing them
to the position of mere camp-followers. Consequently
the West could not look upon the East with any sense of
equality and respect, much less of admiration and esteem;
nor could it look to the East for inspiration or guidance
or anything original or creative. Eventually matters came
to a pass where complete dissolution of the East threa-
tened its fading away into the West.

More recently the peoples of the East have been en-
gulfed by the idea of nationalism. The Western nations
had resorted to nationalism as a substitute for the erst-
while bond of the Roman Chruch and for the religious
sentiments which in the past used to arouse their enthu-
slasm. It may be pertinent, even though rather parenth-
tical, to remark that the West itself, having witnessed the
disaster and destruction generated by narrow-minded
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nationalism, has endeavoured to extricate itself from this
situation and is now well on the way to appreciating and
admiring concepts of humanistic and universal import,

As for the East, the imported concept of nationalism
seems to have taken root so deeply and engrossed it so
overwhelmingly that desnite the fact that once in the past
it carried the torch of Divine Mission, it now dares not
think once again of extending a helping hand to the West
by giving it light and guidance.

More particularly astonishing and distressing is the
case of the Muslims. Destined to be the custodians of
the Divine Message in its perfect and final form, and en-
trusted with the task of leading humanity towards good,
it is indeed a great calemily that they should have fallen
prey to nationalism and become lost in its bye-ways,
thereby narrowing down their spheres of interest and
activily to limited geographical, racial or linguistic fields,
and thus sealing to mankind as a whole the very source
of those rays of light which would illumine all the world.

The emergence of Orientalism gave rise to many
hopes. It was expected that the Orientalisis would be
able to bridge the gulf between East and West, and so
bring about an understanding between these two branch-
es of the human family and remove the barrier erected by
ignorance and geographical remoteness. It was also
hoped that they would be able to transmit to the West all
that is best in the East in the way of prophelic teachings,
moral values, examples of the noble life set by its prophets,
and its sniritual leaders, the treasures of Eastern wisdom,
and its wonderful code of laws and precepts for the guid-
ance of human conduct.
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There is no doubt that the Orientalists have many
achievements to their credit. They resurrected many
Islamic works which had for centuries lain buried from
the light of day. They wrote a vast number of books
which testify to their scholarly acumen. No one who has
one ijota of fairness and any love of learning can deny
their academic appreach and painstaking labours, their
keen perception and the scientific method of their work.
The peoples of the East in general, and the Muslims in
particular, nevertheless, feel that many of the Orientalists
were inspired more by religious prejudices than by scien-
tific motives. They have therefore disappointed the lovers
of truth, who expected from them greater immunity from
emotional predilections and inherited prejudices, a
greater love for reality, a greater searching for the truth,
and a greater courage in acknowledging it. However,
Orientalism has failed, despite its virtues and accomplish-
ments, to fill this gap, and could not give the West what
the soul of many a Western man, disillusioned by the
emptiness of a materialistic civilization, has been longing
for, namaly, a true and glowing picture of the religions
of the East in general and of Islam in particular.
| speak of Islam in particular because we Muslims
believe it to be the last Heavenly Message— and there-
fore a message of everlasting value—{o mankind, the
message which bears the stamp of finality, which is in
tune with the spirit of the age, which seeks to carry human
civilization forward, and not, as some relig ons tend to do,
backward; which is free from all extremism and rigidity,
which is endowed with a wonderful capacity for creating
new moulds consistent with the spirit of its own
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teachings as well as the demands of our changing times.

Whatever may have been the reasons, it is clear that
the East, with its distinctive personality and its message,
remained isolated from the West, and vice-versa. When-
ever the two came together, it was in an atmosphere of
suspicion and doubt, of bitterness and hatred. Seldom is
there a meeting of minds between the East and West
for the greater good of humanity and with a view to build-
ing an ideal civilization. And there is little readiness
on the part of either to benefit from the other's character-
istic capacities or to exchange skill and knowledge.

The East continued to work on its own ground, guid-
ed by its own peculiar temperament which had been
leavened by religion, inspired from time to time by noble
prophets, and ceaselessly nourished by spiritual move-
ments and the teachings of inspired religious leaders.
The subject which interested the East was man himself,
rather than that which is around man, or above his head,
or beneath his feet. The East concentrated its attention
and its intelligence, its genius and its will-power on man
himself. It devoted itself to discovering the infinite
secrets of man, and plumbing the very depths of his
nature. It devoted itself to arousing the capacities
and powers that lie dormant within him; to orienting
man's tendencies and inclinations; to refining and refor-
ming his morals, without which human life can have no
sound basis.

Those prophets of God—peace be on them all l—
came, and then in the end came the last of the Prophets,
Muhammad. These prophets concerned themselves with
man and his moral refinement, and opened up the
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treasures that lay within him, releasing therefrom light and
life and knowledge, love and confidence, strength of pur-
pose, contentment and happiness, and thus enabled him
to discover the reai source of all life and power and order
in the Universe.

This also enabled him to view the Universe not as
divided into numerous elements all warring with one an-
other, but as a domain governed by One Omnipotent and
Merciful Will. ““His, verily, is all Creation and Command-
ment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.'? “The
Lord of the East and of the West; there is no God save
Him; so choose thou Him alone for thy defender''? the
Quran says. Thus the Prophets led to man’s liberation
from all forms of idolatry and dualism, from superstition
and myth, from the authority of senseless tradition and
legend, and from submission to all except the Creator and
Ruler of the entire Universe.

Through this window opened by the prophets of God,
man could also look at himself and his fellow men. It
enabled him to see himself as the vicegerent of God in
this world, as one in whom God had breathed a spark or
His Divine Spirit, as one to whom He had entrusted a
sacred mission, as one whom He had created in the
best moulds, as one whom te had chosen for the
greatest honours, as one whom He had invested with His
depulyship, and upon whom He had placed the crown of
government of this world; one for whom He had created
all that is in the Universe, which He created for him and

1. Q. VIl: 54
2. Q. LXXINI:9
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for His Own Self; before whom He had made the angels
bow down low, forbidding him thereafter to prostrate him-
self before any other creature. As God Himself says:
“Surely We created man of the best stature,"? and : "We
have honoured the sons of Adam; provided them with
transport on land and sea; given them for sustenance
things good and pure; and conferred on them special
favours, above a great part of Our creation."?

Man looked through this window—the window open-
ed by the Prophets—and cast a glance at his fellow men,
at the human family scattered throughout the length and
breadth of the world. This enabled him to look at it as
one single family, as if it were one soul, originating from
the same parents. Men were seen as one brotherhood
in the light of the Prophetic teachings, the most worthy of
affection in the sight of God being he who was most
benevolent towards God's family. This teaching also
enabled man to feel that the members of the human race
were the same as the parts of his own body, so that any
feeling of pain in the one automatically caused paln to be
felt in the other. It further enabled man to see that all
distinctions between the various members of the human
family basad on colour, territory, or nationality, or on
material possessions, is a legacy of ignorance : for man
heard the noble Prophet say to his Lord in the darkness
of Night : *'| bear witness that all creatures are brothers,"
and also heard him proclaim in broad Daylight, before
huge crowds of people : "Oh men ! All of you are from

1. Q:XCV:4
2. Q:XVIlz70
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Adam, and Adam is from clay. There is no superio-
rity for an Arab over a non-Arab; nor for a non-Arab over
an Arab, nor for white over black, nor for black over white,
except by virtue of piety.” As God says :'"Oh men, We
have created you trom a male and female, and made you
into peoples andtribes in order that you may know one
from another. Verily the most honourable of you in the
sight of God is the most pious among you.'?

All the Prophets in their respective times and climes,
and the Prophet Muhammad at the end of them all,
strove to purify man. They mobilized to the utmost
inherent capacities of man which no branch of
learning, neither philosophy nor psychology, could have
ever accomplished. In fact these branches of learning
have not even been able to comprehend the dimen-
sions of human capacities. The Prophets not only
awakened and mobilized these capacities, but they also
tried to organize and orient them for the good of the indi-
vidual as well as forihe good of mankind as a whole. The
Prophets aroused in man an acute desire to seek God's
pleasure, to seek a relationship of intimacy with the Divine.
They inspired man to love and obey God, and to love His
creatures and serve them : to ward off all unhappiness that
might befall them, and to provide them with all that is
conducive tc their happiness and well-being, even at the
cost of one's own self. The Prophetic teachings
aroused in man the emotions of love, and graciousness,
and delicacy of feeling and imagination. It gave man
the ideals of purity of soul, nobility of conduct, greatness

1. Q. XLIX :13
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of spirit and independence of worldly glamour, as well as
sublimity of thought and aspiration.

These teachings created in man a longing for God,
injected into him vigorous faith, and provided him with
a knowledge of God, available from nowhere else. In
short, man himself was the pivotal point of the activity
of the Prophets, the ground in which they sowed noble
seeds, and from which they reaped a rich harvest.

The Prophets of the East did not concern themselves
with discovering, harnessing and putting to use the forces
found in the Universe, nor did they invent tools or machi-
nery. Their attention remained focussed on inspiring
man with good intentions, on creating in him a strong
resolve to live well and do good. As for natural and
industrial wealth, they obviously depend upon and are
subservient to human will and direction. Hence, when-
ever man is really well-meaning and has a will to serve
some great cause, he manages to accomplish his
objectives with the help of whatever tools are avail-
able to him at that particular place and at that parti-
cular time. Even if these tools are crude and of a
primitive nature, the determination to achieve his goal
makes them serviceable. In fact, if there is sincerity
of purpose and earnestness, one can obtain greater
achievements than can those who lack sincerity
of purpose even though they possess tremendous
resources. The reason for this is that when there is a
strong and sincere will the unknown is somehow dis-
covered, resources are made available, difficulties are
overcome, and man makes a way for himself even over
mountains and across seas. On the other hand, if there
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is no higher end in view or no determination to serve it
the resources are wasted and the efforts of the inventors
of the tools. and of the skilled labourers, are all brought
to nothing. | do not wish to disparage the value of
knowledge or of the instruments and machines invented
by man to serve his ends. Nevertheless, | should like to
stress that these are not so indispensable in comparison
with some of the most elementary but strong urges of
mankind, When, for example, a man is starving with
hunger or dying with thirst or when love swells up in
heart of a mother, or when a lover is overcome by long-
ing, the intensity of the feeling itself impels them to
find a way of satisfying and fulfilling it.

The role of the Prophets has been to place before
man the right kind of objectives, and to fire him with
the enthusiasm and devotion necessary to achieve
them. Once this enthusiasm and devotion to goodness
are present, men will find their own ways of self-fulfil-
ment, even with the help of only limited resources and
primitive tools, in the same way as a thirsty man or a
mother burning with love for her child is driven to find
the means of fulfilling that urge. It was this same inten-
sity and sincerity of desire that led to the discovery of
effective means of accomplishing those noble objectives
which were given to mankind in their most perfect form
by the last of the Holy Prophets. And those means
were effective enough to bring forth a civilization that
provided man with the utmost solace and comfort, honour
and dignity. Surely enough, this was of a comparatively
simple pattern, devoid of all complications and com-
plexities. And yet it contained powerful seeds and rich
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ground for good growth and expansion in the future.

As for the West, it began to wake up around the
period of time known as the Age of the Renaissance.
At that stage, due to a number of reasons—the weaken-
ing of the bond of religious and moral values as a result
of the misrepresantation of the Church, the pressure of
economic and political factors, the struggle for life which
the various European nations had encountered within
the limited area of Europe, with all the problems arising
therefrom—the attention of the West was turned from
man himself to his external physical structure or to his
environment; from the soul of man to the Universe,
from the human heart to the physical world, and thus to
sciences such as physics, chemistry, astronomy, mathe-
matics, etc. And it is God's law that He gives to every
man that for which he strives. As the Quran says: "Of
the bounties of the Lord We bestow freely on all—
on these as well as those: the bounties of the Lord are
not denied to anyone.'!

The West began to make strides in natural sciences,
discovering one secret of nature after another, achiev-
ing one success after another, till it reached its present
level of attainment, undreamt of in the past. This needs
no elaboration, particularly here in this place which is
rightly considered as one of the pioneers of modern learn-
ing'and Western civilization; and in this University,
where | have the honour of addressing you, there has
continued, as in so many other similar universities of
Europe, the advance of modern science and the discovery

1. Q. XVli: 20
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of the means fcr these astounding achievemen!s in the
fields of science and technology which are a blessing
from God, the value of which should not be underrated.
These resources were in the nature of a ‘means’, or,
an instrument, All this brought abundant wealth,
tremendous power and energy and stunning speed, to
such an extent that even considerably less than this would
have sufficed for the well-being of mankind, for the estab-
lishment of world peace, for securing inner contentment
and serenity and individual peace, for the spread of
love and unily, and for mutual acquaintance and co-ope-
ration among the various hranches of the human family
scattered all over the globe. It could have removed the
barriers that separate men from one another, so that they
could extend the hand of co-operation and benevolence
and sympathy to their fellow human beings in the remot-
est corners of the world; so that they could listen to
the beating of their hearts and the whisperings of their
souls, see their faces and hear their words, oppose the
wrongdoer and help the wronged, feed the hungry and
help those who are stricken. For all the preventive fac-
tors, which were the result of man's ignorance and weak-
ness, and had plagued the life of man in the past, were
gone. All kinds of instruments and machines were pro-
duced in order to help man to realize his objeclives as
quickly as possible, so as to leave no excuse whatsoever
for any seeker after virtue, any lover of humanity and
any standard-bearer of peace—neither individual, nor
socizty, nor state.

These resources were enough to transform this world
which is so full of wrongs and dangers and sufiering
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into a paradise in which there would be no trouble,
no fear, and no grief, no warfare and enmity, no poverty,
and no disease. But was all that realized ? Did we rid
ourselves of fear and anxiety ? Did poverty and misery
end ? Did wrong and lyranny cease to exist ? Did peace
and brotherhood prevail ? Did confidence spread ? Has
the spectre of war been driven out of existence ? | need
not wait for your reply. For this great civilization has
witnessed two great wars on a global scale, and has
shared the consequences and sufferings. All of us are
living in the Atomic Age, and thinkers have virtually
written libraries of books which portray the wayward-
ness of this civilization, and the misery of the human
beings who are subjected (o it, pointing cut the laxity of
morals and the loosening of social bonds, the disinte-
gration of the family, the growing mental tensions and
anxieties, the predominance of fear and anxiety, as omi-
nous developments in the life of modern man.

What has led to these results ? The resources them-
selves were obviously innocent. The instruments and
machines produced by modern civilization were caj.able
of being used for the good of mankind, for they have no
will or direction of their own.

The answer to this is no secret, nor does il require
extraordinary intelligence. The cause of all these mis-
fortunes is that man himself has not been able to keep
pace with the progress of the sciences. His intentions,
tendencies and inclinations have not made the same
progress as that made by instruments and machines.
Indeed it could be said that the sciences have progress-
ed at the cost of man and his morals, at the cost of his
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soul and of his heart. The reason for this is that un-
fortunately the West has confined its activity and devot-
ed all its intelligence and its will-power to the external
world. The West concentrated all its efforts on the
outer world, withdrawing its attention from man himself
who is the very soul of this Universe and the master-
piece of creation. And even when it paid any heed to
man's inner self, its approach was tainted by crass
materialism which makes it impossible to plumb the
depths of man’'s inner reality, to come to grips with the
very solid facts of the inner life, and appreciate faith
and belief and morality. 1t also could not point out the
source that guides man and inspires him towards good-
ness : his heart, upon the soundness of which rests the
soundness of his whole life.

Unfortunately, even if the West wants to profit from
the heart and guide humanity by it, it will not be capable
of doing so, for it has lost the key which could open this
lock. And however impressive the industries of the
West may be, however fine their products, and however
great the genius of the peoples of the West, they are
incapable of opening or breaking the lock, for it is not
the lock of banks and factories : it is a human lock, and
the only key that can be applied to it is “faith". This
key—the Key of Faith—which humanity obtained from
the Prophets, has been lost, or lies burled amid the
heavy burdens of modern civilization or shambles of old
religious centres.

The affliction of humanity lies in the separation of
the West from the East, in the separation of knowledge
from Faith, separation which has led to great disasters
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in the past. Faith had been making strides and growing
for long ages in the East, while in more recent centuries,
knowledge has been making strides and growing in the
the West. And Faith continues to wait for the com-
panionship of science, while science stands waiting
to submit itself to the guidance of Faith ; and humanity is
waiting for the two to come together and co-operate. with
each other in order to produce a new generation ; and
there can be no hope of peace and true happiness
without this blessed co-operation between Faith and
Science.

As for the East, my friends of the West, its wealth
does not consist of “oil", the black gold which you
transport to your respective countries and then use it
to run aeroplanes and automobiles. The real wealth of
the East is that Faith which sprang up and blossomed
there. You already benefited from some of this wealth
at the beginning of your Christian Era. Then again in
the opening decades of the seventh century A. D., the
same treasure of wealth opened itself up again, in the
forlorn desert of Arabia, and burst forth with a force and
speed unprecedented in human hisiory. Springing up
from a remote valley in Mecca, it reached in no time to
the farthest ends of the then known world, showering its
blessings everywhere and refreshing, revitalizing and
enriching each and every nook and corner of the world,
so much so that the entire earth blossomed forth with a
new life. It can still be appropriated and made use of,
if there are good intentions and creative boldness. Itis
still capable of overcoming all the problems confronting
our modern civilization, and it can inject fresh vigour and
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vitality into our present civilization, giving it a new lease
of life by providing it with a fresh sense of purpose and
renewing its message, and reorienting the instruments
and institutions of science and technology to worthwhile
purposes. This can lead to momentous results, and to
the creation of a new society in the best interests of
mankind, the society for which the present age is yearn-
ing. Upon you, who belong to this great country, lies
a great responsibility, for you were the pioneers of
modern world civilization, and your national life is, even
today, seething with energy and bubbling with vitality.

The Quran addresses you all, saying : “There hath
come to you from God a new Light and a perspicuous
Book—wherewith God guideth all who seek His pleasure
to ways of peace and safety, and leadeth them out of
darkness, by His Will into the Light, and guideth them to
a path that is straight."

1, Q.V:15-16



ISLAM THE ONLY WAY

Speech delivered at the Engineering
University of BERLIN (West Germany)
on Saturday the 14th October, 1964.
Translated by /ate Sheikh Zahurul-
Hasan, I. A. S., ex-Secretary, Revenue
Department, Government of Ultar Pra-
desh.






It is the first occasion on which | have the privilege
of addressing the mighty German nation to convey to them
the message of Islam in this great city ot Berlin. | am
fully conscious of the heavy responsibility that rests on
my shoulders and the delicacy of the task that faces me.

For centuries the German nation has enjoyed the
reputation of being remarkable for courage, spirit of
adventure, sobriety of thought, pragmatism, and capacity
to work untiringly. It was because of these inherent qua-
lities that this nation has produced a number of outstand-
ing personalities, eminent in stature, both moral and
intellectual, whose achievements left deep imprints on
Western society, its philosophy and way of life.

To illustrate the above, | will mention only three out
of the galaxy of these eminent men, who in their spheres,
have very profoundly influenced the head and heart of
Europe, and each of whom is, in his own right, the found-
er of a destinctive school of thought. Out of these |
will mention Martin Luther first. He directed his atten-
tion towards and applied his energies to the Holy Book
with a view to bringing abouta reformation in the Church
as it existed then. He passionately preached for the
containment of the unbounded rights of, and the curtail-
ment of the unfettered powers enjoyed by the Pope and
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the priests. He left an indelible mark on Christianity and
is rightly known as the founder of a religion: Protestant-
ism. The next personality | wish to advert to is Kant, a
profound thinker, whose 'Critique of Pure Reason'
revealed the limitations of human reason and reduced the
whole work of rationalists to a heap of ruins. And just-
ly has he been described as God's greatest gift to his
country. The third in my list is Nietsche, an absolutely
unorthodox and original thinker, who raised the banner of
revolt against the prevalent ethical concepts and values,
social system and Christianity. He waged a life-long war
against beliefs, fundamentals and philosophies current
in his time. Everyonc of these schools of thought or
movements, whatever you prefer lo call them, was remark-
able forits courageous, revolutionising and original way
of thinking.

Dissaiistaction, restlessness and a desire for change
are the basic ingredients in the make-up of the German
nation. The personality of Karl Marx embodied in itself
revolutionary outlook and psychological restlessness at
their highest level. Hence he was able to infuse rest-
lessness in a very large part of the world, a restlessness
which is considered the greaiest rebellion against the
existing but archaic systems of the present age.

All the above mentioned movements were revolu-
tionary in ihe real sense of the word, It may be that at
limes their spheres were limited, bul often their fields of
influence were extensive and far-flung; so was the case
with their repercussions quite definite and deep at times,
if light at others. Germans have always been distin-
guished for lheir bravery and boldness, their courage and
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progressive outlook, their intense urge to attain a leading
place among the nations of the world, and for their self-
confidence. Even the last two World Wars were, in their
essence, two revolutionary adventures in the sphere of
world politics and domination. These adventures be-
came necessary hecause of the sudden effervescence of
enthusiasm and ambition which occurred in this Great
Nation, bringing to the surface its capabilities and latent
powers and thus created in it stout-heartedness and self-
confidence. Even today this nation is fired with optimis-
tic attitude towards life and its happiness and is fully
conscious of her Immense capacity for creative work,
development and extraction of joy from life. But for
these natural gifts,. Germany could not have sur-
vived the catastrophes which have befallen her during
the last fifty years and of which there are few parallels in
history. It could not have withstood the two disasters
each of which was enough to paralyse and overwhelm
any other nation, and to sinkit in the trough of despon-
dency. Nor could it have arisen, Phoenix-like, from the
ashes and debris created by World War Il, to resume the
struggle with renewed effort and vigour, to reconstruct
its social, industrial and aesthetic life.

However, neither the adventures and experiences of
this mighty nation, nor the revolutionary movements initiat-
ed by it could bring notable changes except within limited
circles. This nation has undeniably played an important
part in the orientation of European way of thinking and
the evolution of Western society and has thus earned a
deserved greatness and fame. It could not, however,
totally transform the basic religious trends in Europe, nor



30

could it repair the common man's way of thinking or
renovate his mode of life. It failed to set up a new and
healthy society or to create a new and bhetter world. The
two World Wars were fought for mundane objectives and
not for the sake of purification of Christianity, nor for
evolution of high moral values, nor for the establishment
of principles of humanism, neither their objective was the
wresting of leadership from the tyrant and unrighteous
and to vest it in the just and merciful. They were not
waged to stamp out sin, vice, lewdness and inhumanity.
| may be excused,if | say that they were in fact fought for
the sole purpose of wresting power and supremacy.
Both the contestants seemed to agree that injustice, tyran-
ny, aggression, and spoliation may continue undisturbed
but exclusively under its own supervision and guidance.
With their high position and greatness in the comity of
nations, the Germans could bring about a world revolu-
tion, more exlensive and more far-reaching in its effect
than that which has been achieved by allthe past turmoils;
a revolution which would have benefited not only Ger-
many or Europe butl the entire mankind, giving to the
world genuine peace and contentment; a revolution more
valuahle because of its character, originality of concept,
capacity to bring about a healthy change and creativeness.
Such a revolution would have been far more valuable
than any other brought about in the distant or near past
by the distinguished and slout-hearted leaders of Germany.

Germany in spite of its setbacks is fully abreast with
the rest of Europe, and it often appears to be ahead of it,
in industries, craftsmanship and productivity. With its
resources, inventions, productions and amenities of life,
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it is constantly forging ahead of most nations. But in the
present order of things her role is limited to these fields
only—a role in which it has exhibited to a remarkable
degree its intelligence and genius, its technical skill and
perfection, its sense of discipline and perseverance. In
these fields it has out-distanced many of her neighbours
and occupies a leading place in the centres of inter-
national trade and commerce.

It was expected of this country which has always
imbued with a spirit of restlessness and which has ever
been a cradle and home of revolutionaries, that it would
rebel against a civilization which has converted man into
a mighty wayward and destructive being, a civilization
which has transformed man into a machine, deaf and blind,
possessing neither soul nor heart, neither belief nor con-
science. In this civilization the entire world has become
a gambling den and an abattoir for souls. It recognises
nothing as its objective except trade and commerce and
has thus rendered life void of its real joy, variety, depth
and warmth. German nation was expected to rebel against
the civilization in which life is nothing but an endless
journey bristling with insoluble problems, an unending
race, a fruitless effort and aimless activity. Man today is
no better than a blindfolded bullock, tethered to an indi-
genous oil press moving endlessly round the axis of the
machine. He has been deprived of his most precious
asset, his noblest attributes—faith, conviction and sin-
cerity and purity of thought and warmth of feeling.

It was no idle expectation that some European nation
or other would rise in revolt against these base ideologies
and artificial values, which, in spite of being man-made,
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are deeply cherished and which have imposed upon
mankind certain standards of life and modes of living
without any rhyme or reason, but are so taxing in their
demands as to overwhelm a peace-loving man depriving
him of his real freedom. German nation, the true worth
of which had never been rightly appreciated by Europe,
was particulariy expected to bring about a change in the
course of affairs; not only in its own land but throughout
the whole world, and thus to open a new chapter in world
history.

On the other hand this consistently steadfast mem-
ber of the family of European nations, though always
envied, distrusted and unequally treated by them, conti-
nued to tread the same ideologies, and to co-operate with
them forthe achievement of the same goal—materialism—
with all its kaleidoscopic genius and phenomenal efficiency.
It made no attempt to overstep the limits it had set for
itself, nor did it take the great leap forward which could
at once change its destiny as well as that of the rest
of the world; and in addition could secure for it world
leadership, an immortal and elevated place in the ranks
of nations of the world and an added respect for itself
among her neighbours. No other nation but Germans
could take this bold step : a step which no other nation of
Europe was capable of taking and one which would have
broken the artificial and narrow boundaries within which
Europe had been living for centuries, and after obliterat-
ing the old as well as the new, the oriental as well as
occidental ways of life or thinking, would have rescued
the world from the tragic results of materialism and
tyranny science has brought so close to humanity.
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As compared to this, the achievements of all the revolu-
tionaries and leaders in the field of Economics, Socio-
logy, and Politics in the different parts of the world would
have paled into insignificance.

It is a strange and incomprehensible paradox that
Europe which is vigorously pulsating with life and replete
with its good things, which leads the bulk of the civilized
world, which has unmasked the Universe, harnessed
matter and energy to its service and is literally a stranger
to a static and inactive life is guided by a religious system,
which, though it preaches humanism, believes in the
existence of an intermediary between man and his Crea-
tor, and according to which, in the Crucifixtion of Christ
lay the salvation of the entire human race, and thus subs-
cribes to the principle of Vicarious Atonement, a dogma
which by belittling the values of action and effort and
their necessity ultimately leads man to depend upon
others and whittles down his will and activity, initiative
and capability. To cap it all, the representatives of this
religion acted for a long time as barriers between the
inquisitive, ambitious, dynamic people of Europe and the
realms of knowledge and reason. Deviations from the
theories advanced by the commentators of the Bible and
from the teachings of the clergy, were considered here-
tical. Persons whointhe light of their own commonsense,
observations and experience gave vent to their opinion
in any way different from those of the said commentators
or the clergy were persecuted so cruelly as 1o remain
unparalleled in the history of any other religion.

In course of time Europe rose against bigotry, narrow-
mindedness and folly of, and the uncalled-for persecutions
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by the Church and broke all chains and shackles which had
made it a captive and thus advanced materialistically to
an extent unknown in history. Great strides were made
in the field of civilization, literature and social sciences.
The efforts, unnecessary in quite a few cases, exhausted
Europe mentally and physically. She lost that balance
which is the mainspring of the genuine well-being of man,
and imposed upon her that extremism in attitude and
materialism in outlook which, with the passage of time has
become her ethos and second nature. The Church has
even today a sway over many a Western country and by
and large a European's attitude towards religion is divorced
from all reason and commonsense, yet in matters relating
to civilization and culture he acts quite independently of
it. This contradiction between belief and action is the
essential feature of every step which he takes towards
progress and of every facet of his way of living.

Apart from this contradiction, the fact that Europe
remained a stranger to Islam,a religion with unadulterated
monothelsm as its basis and having clear-cut beliefs, dis-
tinguished for its limpidity, practicability, dynamism, self-
confidence and respect for human endeavour, has been an
event of tragic significance, the poignancy of which history
can never forget. In the scale of values of this religious
system, individual's effort and action occupy a very high
place, so much so, that according to its cardinal articles of
Faith, they are the basis of reward or retribution, both in
this life and the Hereafter. According to it life is buta
bridge to cross over to the next world; thus inducing a
man to develop the qualities of manliness, high-thinklng
and noble-mindedness. Europe remained oblivious to



35

the Apostle of this divine message about whom the Quran
in its inimitable and majestic style, has said that he is
“the Prophet who can neither read nor write, whom they
will find described in ‘Torah and the Gospel' (which are)
with them. He will enjoin on them that which is right
and forbid them that which is wrong. He will make law-
ful for them all the good things and prohibit for them
only the foul, and he will relieve them of their burden and
the fetters that they used to wear.'"

Crusades and in their wake the clergy and the mis-
sionaries and those European authors who neither had a
bent for research nor possessed religious values, were
mainly responsible for keeping Europe estranged from
and antagonistic to Islam and its Prophet. They have
presented both the Prophet and his Message in shocking-
ly hideous colours as a result of which astonishingly
false and baseless talks have gained currency about them.
The dark hallow created round them by such stories, pro-
verbs and sayings, assiduously propagated for genera-
tions, prevented Europe from paying her tribute of love
for them and acknowledging their greatness. Instances
of such malignation can be easily picked out from any
book written on them or cognate subjects during the
Middle Ages or even long afterwards. Even today many
a zealous Western author refers to and repeats these
accusations, though with novel techniques and from new

angles.
There has been yet another impertant reason for this

1. Q. Vli: 167
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antagonism. Europe saw Isiam mainly through the
Turks. Whenever there was occasion for Europe to pon-
der over Islam, the Ottomans were before her as its
accredited and scle representatives on the continent.
She did not |ook at Islam from a detached, independent
and objective point of view. To her it was the religion
professed by the Ottoman Turks who often attacked the
Continent and occupied large slices of her land. They
undoubtedly committed some mistakes and on occasions
behaved ujustly and violently. All these blurred the
vision and acted as hindrances in the way of the making
of a balanced and sane appraisement of Islam. Such an
appraisement, needless to say, could only be made by
direct and unbiased study of the subject.

Europe's estrangement from Islam has had a very
deep and far-reachlng effect on the pace of history and
civilization and on the development of human society.
Had Europe or any of her important nations accepted
Islam and sponsored its message, not only the Continent
but the entire world would have been quite different from
what it is today; life would not have been so utterly mea-
ningless, nor would have religion and morality been so
helpless and ineffective as they are today. Civilization
would not have been speeding headlong towards destruc-
tion, and the East would not have been, as it is today, a
free fleld for extermination, exploitation, extortion and
oppression.

The world suffers from a void which has remained
unfilled for centuries, a void caused by the absence of a
nation strong in every respect—faith, morals and dealings,
believing in and propagating the true and final divine
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message and thus facing the problems of the world
boldly, leading humanity to its rightful destiny. Such a
nation is required to be outstanding in current culture,
genius, creative capacity, to be replete with energy and
happiness, and to be a personification of action and
efiort. A nation with these qualities alone can divert the
world from evil to virtue, from destructiveness to
construction and from chaos to order.

The Turks led by the House of Ottomans could fill
up this void in world leadership. Indeed, they performed
this function in the East in the fifteenth century. They
led the then Islamic world infusing into it a new life,
impulse and energy. They could not, however, play this
role in Europe mainly because of their backwardness in
the spheres of modern sciences, organisation, invention
and genuine progress, as well as their continuous pre-
occupation with the task of repelling invasions of Euro-
pean nations, involving them in an endless series of
wars. They could not lead Europe during Renaissance
which gave birth to a new order. As a result of the above-
mentioned factors, the Turks were outstripped by other
nations of Europe and the vacuum is still waiting to be
filled up by a nation, oriental or occidental, which may
combine in itself faith and knowledge, insight into the
potentialities of soul force and matter and integrate the
eternal heavenly message, its all-pervading truth, with
reason, knowledge and progressive outlook, the plethora
of modern resources with holy objectives and thus attain
the results vouched by the heavenly religions of which
Islam is the last and the most perfect representative.
Only such a nation can be the real leader and guide of
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the world, and fill up the vacuum; it alone can change the
course of history, command the world to move In a new
channel and forge a new path by bestowing upon the
despondent humanity, bent upon committing hara-kiri a
new lease of life, and thus pull it away from the very brink
of the abyss of death towards which it is inexorably head-
ing fast with rocket-like speed.

This wou'd call for a daring revolution, arevolution be-
fore which all others brought about by the great revolu-
tionaries and leaders of freedom and progress in the world
turn insignificant. 1t calls for revolutionary change in the
attitude of the entire nation, a perilous leap involving tre-
mendous sacrifice, from one way of life to another, from
one order of things to a new order and from one faith to
another. This vital step can bring to you, people of
Germany, a leadership and a greatness, a respect and an
influence, an importance and might, a sense of satisfac-
tion and peace, spiritual solace and joy not even dreamt
of by your intrepid, bold and war-loving leaders who
plunged you into the fires of two horrible wars.

This leap alone can, by giving the right direction to
your material power and political supremacy, make you
the real leader of and the example for humanity as pro-
mised by Allah in the following verses of the Holy
Quran :—

“And 'We wished to be Gracious to those who were
being depressed in the land, to make them leaders
(in Faith) and make them heirs.'?

1. Q:XXVIl :5
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“And we appointed from among them leaders, giv-
ing Guidance under Our Command, so long as they
persevered with patience and continued to have
faith in our signs.'?

1. Q: XXXII: 24
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| feel happy o have this opportunity of speaking to
you in your accredited University. A student like me
having certain convictions would welcome such an
occasion to convey his ideas to his friends : this may
not be an occasion of any special importance to you but
for me it is quite significant for it affords me an oppor-
tunity to put in a word to such a select gathering ot
educated young men whom | hold near and dear to me.

You are fully aware that Europe came into contact
with our eastern lands in the beginning of nineteenth cen-
tury. Emerging from the nightmare of Dark Ages, Europe
was only then enabled to reach out to the East. When
Europe got the opportunity to chart its destiny after
shaking off the gloom of medieval ignorance, it cast its
glance towards the East. By that time certain Western
powers had made some inroads into certain possessions
of the Turks, but these were of minor significance. The
real impact of the western civilization was felt only after
a great western power gained a hold upon India and
Egypt. India, Egypt and Turkey were then the three
countries which, for varied reasons, occupied an impor-
tant place not only in the Islamic East but also in the
entire world during the medieval ages.

India, then, occupied the pride of place. It was
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populated by a large number of Muslims who had wield-
ed the sceptre of authority in that country with an un-
paralleled pomp and glory for several hundred years.
They had enriched different branches of Islamic learning
and, through their intelligence and industry, made a
mark in the intellectual, cultural, social and political
fields in that country. When the British Government
took over the control of India from the East India Com-
pany after the upheaval of 1857, it was thought that India
would now ever remain under the suzerainty of the
British Crown.

Egypt was of consequence because of its being the
intellectual centre of the Arab World. It had the greatl
Azhar University and the scholars, theologians, poets
and writers whose creations were highly admired all over
the Islamic world.

| need not dwell upon the importance of Turkey in
any detail. Being the centre of Caliphate, it was the
home of a capable, gallant and energetic nation which
had played a crucial role in the history of the world.
For all the three countries the contact with the West was
not only a novel experience but it also gave a new direc-
tion to the course of history. It was their good fortune
or ill-luck, or perhaps both, that all the three countries
came within the sphere of British political influence at
almost the same time. India was placed directly under
the control of the British Government; Egypt became
a protectorate where a British Political Agent was foisted
under the garb of facilitating repayment of the loans
advanced to that country ; Turkey was undoubtedly able
to save herself from the domination of the West but it
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fell a victim {o the political machinations of the Britishers.
It can thus be claimed that the East crossed its path with
the West through the country where we are present
today. The historians now acknowletdge that the injury
first sustained by the East was at the hands of this very
country. The East also came to realise its economic
backwardness as well as political and military weakness
by falling across the nation inhabiling this island. This
happened in the beginning of the middle of the nine-
teenth century. Thereafter, as you all know, a tidal
wave of national liberation emancipated, in quick succes-
sion, country after country from the politicai domination
of the West. | attach more importance to the freedom
of India if only because most of us belong to that sub-
continent. The era of foreign domination has now come
to an end. It had anyhow lo wear away for it was
unnatural. Of a fact, it was queerly anomalous that
one country should continue to rule over a vast tract of
another fertile and populous land, from across the
seven seas and against the will of the nation inhabiting
that country. It was an unusual phenomenon which
lacked the capacity to support itself. Had it persisted
for some time more, it would have anyhow run out its
course by now. Viewed in this light, {he Britishers
have proved themselves to be more realistic than the
French, for they were able to see the writing on the wall
and to give freedom to their subject nations.

All these countries have attained independence from
the foreign yoke ; both India and Pakistan are now tast-
ing the fruits of {reedom but they have still not shaken
ofi the intellectual and cultural, moral and mental
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serfdom of the western civilization. Those of you who
would have pondered over the present state of affairs
would have surely noticed that after the attainment of
freedom the shackles of intellectual bondage to the West
have rather been strengthened. What were the causes
for this development ? An attempt to go into these
would require a lengthy discussion. Varied reasons
have been given by different writers and | have also dis-
cussed the question in one of my books on the subject.!
However, there is no denying the fact that all those
countries which are attaining freedom from the political
domination of the West are falling into a greater intellec-
tual and cultural thraldom of western civilization. Now,
you can yourself decide which of the two—the political
freedom or the intellectual and cultural emancipation—
was more significant. | do not hold a brief for political
bondage of any country, for no freedom loving man can
ever think of it. | would even assert that not a single
self-respecting man would ever defend foreign domina-
tion or try to justify it. if there was ever a man who did
so, he would have been prompted by his slavish menta-
lity and immature understanding, but this is something
inconceivable to me.

But, | am constrained to refer to the fact —a fact both
regrettable and unpalatable—that none of our eastern
countries including India and Pakistan and even those
Arab countries which have yet to achieve complete
freadom from foreign domination, has as yet realised what
it really means to be independent and free. They have

1. Western Civilization—Islam and Muslims published by the
Academy of I1slamic Research and Publications.
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not yet enjoyed the fruits of real freedom. From the day
they became free they have yielded themselves to be
bound by fetters of intellectual, cultural and economic
bondage. They have become so dependent on the West
that the liberation of these countries has meant only a
change in the personnel administering these countries
without any change in the springhead supplying the vital
impulse to run their administration. Liberation of these
countries has not meant a whit more than this superficial
changeover. We have been drawing upon the West not
onlyin education but also imitating their system of educa-
tion; we are aping the West in our manners and modes of
living | and what is more, we often depend for our moral
and religious precepts too on the researches made by the
western scholars. Even the Islamic sciences are judged
from the standpoint evolved by the western educational
institutions. Orientalists are held in high esteem not
only in West but in the East also and it has been accept-
ed on all hands that whatever they say is the last word
requiring no further quest and scrutiny. This is the
present state cof affairs in every Islamic country with the
result that none of them has had an opportunity to enjoy
the benefiis conferred by their political freedom. All of
them are so overburdened with the western ideals and
view of life that they are seething with disconient beneath
the insufferable weight of alien crazy concepts. Some of
these countries are, fortunately, wholly populated by the
Muslims but they have failed to pattern their polity on
those principles and traditions of Islam which are the
demand of its faith and conscience. They are, in conse-
quence, caught in the cobweb of mental discontent and
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vexation of spirit which is bound to result into a crisis of
confidence and disintegrating conflict.

An unrelenting struggle in these countries is caused
by those who wield the reins of Governmentin these
countries, those who have pinned their faith in the
western ideals and concepts. They are Muslims, no
doubt, and they also come from respectable Muslim
families. Nor have they forsaken I[slam but in their
mental make up and intellectual outlook they have been
cast in the mould of western way of looking at things. It
is their misfortune that the nations committed to their
care are Muslims out and out ; they have faith in God and
His Apostle; they believe in the life after death where
there is a heaven and a hell and where they shall have to
render account for whatever they do in this world ; they
acknowledge the fact that the life of the world and its
pleasures and sorrows are transitory ; they are convinced
that the ultimate end they have in view is preferable to the
purely material objectives ; they know that the aim of life
is not to eat, drink and be merry and to have the fat of
the land but it consists in being more humane, inculcating
the awe of God, betaking the path of virtue and avoiding
the ways of sin, leading a life pure and virtuous in the
footsteps of the last Prophet of God, acting on the
injunctions and precepts of the Law revealed by the Lord,
serving the humanity and disseminating the message of
peace and virtuous living to the wayward humanity in
order to help it to chart its course out of the predicament
of doom and despair it is finding itself enwrapped at
present.

But those who have gained a hold over administration
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in these countries have an entirely different view of
life and the world. They harbour doubts about many a
truth enunciated by Islam. They are skeptical if there is
any Power behind what their senses reveal to them—a
Power unseen and imperceptible behind the manifest,
palpable beings and objects —or that there is a life after
death. They find it hard to believe that man can derive
satisfaction and happiness from anything other than
material assets and holdings. An unprecedented but
unfruitful unrest has thus cropped up in our eastern
countries which is wasting theirenergy for nothing. Only
yesterday | told some of my Arab friends that if our
eastern countries could get a leadership which was aware
of the inherent qualities and strength, the indomitable
courage and enthusiasm, the spirit of zeal and sacrifice,
the mood and temper and the glorious past and present
potentialities of our people, it could again brace up their
strength which no power on earth would be able to sub-
due.

Whatever vigour and energy the East possesses, it
lies in the power of its Faith. It is the faith that moves
mountains. For the people in the East, the faith still has
the power to awaken spirit to sacrifice their lives, their
pleasures, their hearths and homes for it. Fighting for
the honour of God, for Islam, for the Prophet and for the
faith still stimulaies that frenzied fervour in them which
can neither be enkindled by a call for any other cause nor
be subdued by anyone.

But it is simply tragic that our people passing out of
the portals of western universities have all their wits
about them except that they remain completely oblivious






